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1                THE CLERK:  Freeholder Cifelli.
2                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Absent.
3                THE CLERK:  DiDomenico.
4                FREEHOLDER DiDOMENICO:  Here.
5                THE CLERK:  Dublin.
6                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Absent.
7                THE CLERK:  Liggio.
8                FREEHOLDER LIGGIO:  Here.
9                THE CLERK:  Munoz.

10                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Here.
11                THE CLERK:  O'Dea.
12                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Here.
13                THE CLERK:  Rivas.
14                FREEHOLDER RIVAS:  Here.
15                THE CLERK:  Rivera.
16                FREEHOLDER RIVERA:  Here.
17                THE CLERK:  Chairman Romano.
18                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Here.
19                THE CLERK:  Please stand for the
20 Pledge of Allegiance.
21                 (Flag Salute.)
22                THE CLERK:  Adequate notice of this
23 meeting has been provided as follows:
24           1.  Posting notice of Resolution No.
25 8-1-2013 on the Freeholder's Bulletin Board, Third
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1 Floor, Administration Building Annex, Jersey City,
2 New Jersey.
3           2.  Copies of the above mentioned
4 resolution have been sent to the County Clerk and
5 the editors of the Jersey Journal and the Star
6 Ledger.
7           Mr. Chair, may I have a motion to approve
8 the Minutes of the March 14, 2013 regular meeting,
9 and the March 28, 2013 regular meeting.

10                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  So moved.
11                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Seconded by
12 Freeholder Rivera.  Sponsored by Freeholder O'Dea.
13                THE CLERK:  Freeholder DiDomenico.
14                FREEHOLDER DiDOMENICO:  Aye.
15                THE CLERK:  Liggio.
16                FREEHOLDER LIGGIO:  Yes.
17                THE CLERK:  Munoz.
18                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Abstained on the
19 15th.
20                THE CLERK:  It's the 14th and the
21 28th.
22                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  On the 14th.
23                THE CLERK:  Abstention on the 14th,
24 and aye on the 28th.
25                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Yes.
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1                THE CLERK:  O'Dea.
2                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Yes.
3                THE CLERK:  Rivas.
4                FREEHOLDER RIVAS:  Yes.
5                THE CLERK:  Rivera.
6                FREEHOLDER RIVERA:  Yes, sir.
7                THE CLERK:  Chairman Romano.
8                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Yes.
9                THE CLERK:  The next order of

10 business is laudatories.  The first one is L-1,
11 observing May 10th, 2013 as World Lupus Day.  It is
12 sponsored by the Board as a whole.
13           Roll call, Mr. Chairman?
14                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Yes.
15                THE CLERK:  Freeholder DiDomenico.
16                FREEHOLDER DiDOMENICO:  Aye.
17                THE CLERK:  Liggio.
18                FREEHOLDER LIGGIO:  Yes.
19                THE CLERK:  Munoz.
20                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Yes.
21                THE CLERK:  O'Dea.
22                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Yes.
23                THE CLERK:  Rivas.
24                FREEHOLDER RIVAS:  Yes.
25                THE CLERK:  Rivera.
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1                FREEHOLDER RIVERA:  Yes.

2                THE CLERK:  Chairman Romano.

3                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Yes.

4                THE CLERK:  The next item is L-2,

5 congratulating Rich Corsetto on his Induction into

6 the National Junior College Men's Basketball Hall of

7 Fame.  Is Mr. Corsetto here?  I'm sorry, Freeholder.

8 I didn't know there were here.

9                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Freeholder Munoz.

10                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Yes, I was

11 approached by the representative of the Lupus

12 Foundation.  He wanted to bring this to the

13 attention of the public.  He will talk a little more

14 about all these issues, but I wanted to say about

15 the organization, it's an organization that performs

16 really well making people aware of this.

17                MR. HERNANDEZ:  Thank you, sir.  My

18 name is Armando Hernandez, and I am the founder and

19 the president of the Lupus Latinos Foundation.

20 Lupus is a chronic autoimmune disease that causes

21 the immune system to attack its own healthy tissues.

22 These attacks result in severe internal organ

23 inflammation, achy or swollen joints, prolonged

24 extreme fatigue, skin rashes, anemia, sensitivity to

25 the sun or ultraviolet light, hair loss and
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1 susceptibility to cold or heat.
2           Here are some of the facts about lupus.
3 The Lupus Foundation of America estimates that
4 approximately 1.5 million Americans and 5 million
5 worldwide have a form of lupus.  An estimated
6 90 percent of those people diagnosed with lupus are
7 women.  Lupus is more prevalent in African
8 Americans, Hispanics, Asians and Native Americas.
9 African Americans, Hispanics and Latinos tend to

10 develop lupus at a younger age and have more
11 symptoms and diagnoses including kidney problems.
12           Lupus is not infectious, rare or
13 cancerous.  Often people with lupus experience a
14 flare which occurs when some symptoms appear for
15 short periods of time, then disappear.  People feel
16 very tired or have pain, a rash, a fever, stomach
17 discomfort, headaches or dizziness just before a
18 flare.  Symptoms with lupus can range from mild to
19 life-threatening, and thousands of Americans die
20 from lupus complications each year.
21           No one is immune from developing lupus,
22 and unfortunately, neither was my daughter, Leonia.
23 She was a typical twenty-two-year-old.  You could
24 describe here as bubbly, energetic, friendly and
25 outgoing.  She also had a contagious smile and
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1 extraordinary energy.  She fulfilled her lifelong

2 dream of earning a degree in childhood education

3 from Felician College last May.  She was diagnosed

4 in 2009, with systemic lupus erythematosus.

5           After graduating, her health began to

6 deteriorate.  She began to experience flares more

7 often, or symptoms would appear for a short period

8 of time and then disappear, and her kidney functions

9 worsened.  Subsequently, this once bubbly and

10 energetic girl who was always in motion was confined

11 to a bed.  I experienced firsthand why lupus is so

12 hard to understand, so hard to understand and

13 mimmicks an elevator ride.  You're constantly up and

14 down with conditions changing from minute to minute.

15 It gives you a false hope that one day it will come

16 to a stop.

17           Lupus is truly a silent killer, and this

18 may be one of the reasons why people are so unaware

19 of its devastating consequences.  Leonia finally

20 succumbed to lupus on July 23rd, 2012, just two

21 months after her graduation.  She was is sorely

22 missed by her family and many friends.

23           Although the origins of lupus date back to

24 at least the Middle Ages and thousands of Americans

25 die from lupus complications each year, lupus
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1 continues to be unrecognized and underserved.  It
2 seems like lupus has fallen through the cracks.
3 Lupus is extremely underfunded compared to other
4 diseases of the same magnitude, and during the past
5 50 years, there has only been one medication
6 approved by the FDA for those affected by lupus.
7 While the Center of Disease Control keeps track of
8 the common flu, it ignores lupus and fails to keep
9 statistics for the prevalence of this disease.

10           We know as Freeholders, you are
11 responsible for making many difficult decisions,
12 such as where to allocate funds, decide what streets
13 to pave, what parks to renovate and what bridges to
14 repair, but nothing is as important as to advocate
15 on behalf those that are sick and in need of our
16 help.  Leading also comes with the power of
17 influencing others.  Please join us in the fight
18 against lupus by seeking medical grants to improve
19 and expand health services for underserved people.
20           We ask for your help in expediting cases
21 for those with lupus in the Department of Family
22 Service quicker, and finally, finally help us by
23 urging decision-makers and local clinics, especially
24 those which are funded by federal and state grants
25 to hire specialists in this field.  As Lao-Tsz, the
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1 philosopher, once quoted, A journey of a thousand

2 miles begins with a single step, and in the case of

3 lupus the journey has been over 700 years.

4           Today the Hudson County Freeholders have

5 joined this long journey by taking a step forward,

6 raising awareness and advocating on behalf of those

7 suffering from this debilitating autoimmune disease.

8 On behalf of all those with lupus and their

9 families, the Lupus Latino Foundation and its Board

10 of Directors, we are profoundly grateful to Hudson

11 County Executive, Tom DeGise, the Board of

12 Freeholders and particularly Freeholder Jose Munoz

13 for proclaiming May 10th World Lupus Day in Hudson

14 County.  Thank you.

15                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Mr. Clerk.

16                THE CLERK:  Mr. Chairman, the next

17 item is National Victim's Rights Week, which was

18 approved at the last meeting.

19                MS. HAYES:  Good evening, Captain

20 Romano and the Board of Chosen Freeholders.  My name

21 is Aileen Hayes.  I am a victim advocate and

22 chairwoman of the National Crime Victims' Rights

23 Conference Committee for the Hudson County

24 Prosecutor's Office.  It is my honor on behalf of my

25 Director, Sharon May and our office to accept the
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1 proclamation declaring it National Crime Victims'
2 Rights Week in Hudson County.  We are also very
3 grateful that you were able to present our office
4 with a proclamation at our conference last Tuesday.
5 It was quite an honor.  Thank you so much.
6           National Crime Victims' Rights Week is
7 very dear to our hearts.  It was introduced by
8 Ronald Reagan in 1981, at the very beginning of the
9 crime victims' rights movement, and New Jersey has

10 been at the forefront as well as Hudson County, at
11 the forefront of the crime victims' rights movement
12 throughout the years.  Thank you so much for the
13 honor.
14                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  I think on behalf
15 of the Board, we consider the rights of crime
16 victims important, and that New Jersey is recognized
17 as one of the most progressive states in the United
18 States, and Hudson County, the most progressive
19 County, Board as a whole.
20                THE CLERK:  Mr. Chairman, this was
21 approved at the prior meeting.
22                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  I'm not taking the
23 jacket off again.
24                THE CLERK:  This will be L-3.  We're
25 skipping L-2.  We'll come back to it.
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1                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Whatever, whatever

2 you have, L-2.

3                THE CLERK:  That's Mr. Corsetto.

4                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  L-3.

5                THE CLERK:  Entitled, congratulating

6 Hudson Toastmasters No. 9232, on the occasion of

7 their 20th anniversary.  Is there sponsor?

8                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Freeholder

9 DiDomenico, seconded by the Board as a whole.

10           On L-3, Freeholder DiDomenico.

11                FREEHOLDER DiDOMENICO:  Aye.

12                THE CLERK:  Liggio, absent.  Munoz.

13                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Yes.

14                THE CLERK:  O'Dea.

15                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Yes.

16                THE CLERK:  Rivas.

17                FREEHOLDER RIVAS:  Yes.

18                THE CLERK:  Rivera.

19                FREEHOLDER RIVERA:  Yes.

20                THE CLERK:  Chairman Romano.

21                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Yes.

22                THE CLERK:  On L-3, Freeholder

23 Liggio, congratulating Hudson Toastmasters 9232.

24                FREEHOLDER LIGGIO:  Yes.

25                THE CLERK:  The item is approved.
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1                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Yes, Freeholder.

2                FREEHOLDER DiDOMENICO:  Martin

3 Klepach, the president of the Toastmasters 9232, is

4 here to accept our laudatory resolution.  He

5 informed me that our Bayonne Chapter is the first in

6 Hudson County of the Toastmasters International

7 Organization dedicated to, he can say it better than

8 I can, public speaking abilities and oral

9 communication skills to boost your self confidence

10 and help professional development.  Congratulations,

11 Mr. Klepach.

12                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  We have technical

13 difficulties, but we'll be right with you.

14                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Those of that are

15 experienced public speakers, appropriately we should

16 continue the meeting.

17                MR. KLEPACH:  Good evening,

18 Freeholders.  My name is Martin Klepach.  I'm

19 president of the Hudson Toastmasters.  We meet in

20 Bayonne, New Jersey, at the public library.  The

21 Toastmasters International was founded in 1924, in

22 Santa Ana, California.  Our club in Bayonne was

23 chartered on March 11th, 1993, and this is the

24 anniversary of our 20th year.  It is an

25 accomplishment because many clubs don't last longer
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1 than one or two years.
2           Right now we boast 32 members.  Our
3 members have the opportunity to practice their
4 public speaking and leadership skills at meetings in
5 a friendly supportive environment.  I'm very
6 grateful to the Freeholders for recognizing our
7 organization, and especially Freeholder DiDomenico
8 for contacting me and telling me about the event and
9 inviting me to come.

10           On behalf of our members, I thank you very
11 much, and everyone is invited to attend one of our
12 meetings the first or third Tuesday of the month at
13 the Bayonne Library at seven o'clock.  We have an
14 application for Freeholder O'Dea.
15                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  There was a time
16 that I started one, but it only lasted a couple
17 months.  No one else got to speak so they all quit.
18                THE CLERK:  Freeholder Cifelli is
19 present.
20                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Continue, Mr.
21 Clerk.
22                THE CLERK:  The next item is L-2,
23 congratulating Rich Corsetto on his induction into
24 the National Junior College Men's Basketball Hall of
25 Fame.
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1           Whereas, Rich Corsetto was inducted in

2 this year's class into the National Junior College

3 Men's Basketball Hall of Fame and was honored for

4 this achievement at the NJCAA Division III, Men's

5 Basketball Championship Banquet held on March 13th,

6 2013 in Lock Sheldrake, New York; and

7           Whereas, Rich Corsetto was born and raised

8 in Paterson and attended St. Bonaventure High

9 School, where he was the school's top pitcher and

10 was a four-year starter on the school's basketball

11 team, scoring over 2,000 point and achieving over

12 one thousand rebounds; he was drafted by the

13 Philadelphia Phillies right out of high school but

14 instead attended Hartford Community College in

15 Maryland, where he played basketball and led the

16 nation in scoring at the junior college level; he

17 was then awarded an athletic scholarship to the

18 University of Southern Mississippi, where he earned

19 a bachelor's degree in health and physical

20 education, played shooting guard on the basketball

21 team and pitched for the baseball team.  Rich

22 Corsetto excelled at basketball during his college

23 career, scoring well over one thousand points; and

24           Whereas, Rich Corsetto began his coaching

25 career with the Boy's Basketball Team at Passaic
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1 County Technical and Vocation High School in 1972;

2 he also served as Assistant Basketball Coach at

3 Bloomfield College, Upsala College and NJIT before

4 he was hired as the head coach of the men's

5 basketball team at Hudson County Community College

6 in 1990; during his six-year tenure at Hudson County

7 Community College, he posted a record of 120-58 and

8 guided the HCCC Colts to five Garden State Athletic

9 Conference Titles, three trips to the regional

10 championship, and two berths in Division III

11 National Tournament; when the HCCC athletics team

12 disbanded in 1996, Rich Corsetto became head coach

13 of the men's basketball team at Passaic County

14 Community College, serving from 1996 to 2010; during

15 his tenure at PCCC, he posted a record of 315-130,

16 and led his team to ten conference championships and

17 a fourth place finish in the 2005 National

18 Tournament; and

19           Whereas, when Rich Corsetto retired in

20 2010, after 20 seasons at the Junior College Level,

21 he had achieved a junior college career record of

22 435-188, and a combined high school and junior

23 college record of 670-271.  He was named the NJCAA

24 Region 19 Coach of the Year in 1991, 1993 and 2005,

25 and the New Jersey College Basketball Coaches'
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1 Association in 1993; during his two-decade career as
2 the head coach of Region 19, Rich Corsetto coached
3 20 All-Region players, six All-American player and
4 32 All-Garden State Athletic Conference players; and
5           Whereas, Rich Corsetto was the first
6 athlete inducted into the Hartford Community College
7 Hall of Fame.  He was also inducted into the
8 University of Southern Mississippi Sports Hall of
9 Fame for his basketball and baseball achievements at

10 the University, becoming only one of two athletes
11 ever inducted by that University for two sports; and
12           Whereas, Rich Corsetto has made a profound
13 difference in the lives of countless young people,
14 and his career record is a tribute to his leadership
15 and dedication; and
16           Whereas, Rich Corsetto is married to
17 Maureen Corsetto, and they are the proud parents of
18 daughter, Pam, and son-in-law, Sean, and the very
19 proud grandparents of Carleigh, Cassidy and Kevin.
20           Now, therefore, be it resolved by the
21 Hudson County Board of Chosen Freeholders as
22 follows:
23           1.  The Board does hereby congratulate
24 Rich Corsetto on his induction into the National
25 Junior College Men's Basketball Hall of Fame, and
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1 commends him for his extraordinary basketball
2 coaching career; and
3           2.  That a suitable copy of this
4 resolution be presented to Rich Corsetto as an
5 expression of this Board's admiration and high
6 esteem for his exceptional career as a basketball
7 coach and educator.
8           Freeholder Cifelli.
9                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  Yes.

10                THE CLERK:  DiDomenico.
11                FREEHOLDER DiDOMENICO:  Yes.
12                THE CLERK:  Liggio.
13                FREEHOLDER LIGGIO:  Yes.
14                THE CLERK:  Munoz.
15                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Yes.
16                THE CLERK:  O'Dea.
17                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Yes.
18                THE CLERK:  Rivas.
19                FREEHOLDER RIVAS:  Yes.
20                THE CLERK:  Rivera.
21                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Absent.
22                THE CLERK:  Chairman Romano.
23                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Yes.
24                MR. CORSETTO:  First, I would like to
25 thank Chairman Romano for having me here and the
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1 other Freeholders.  You know, it's great to be here.

2 It's an honor and I'm going to try to be as short as

3 I can because I know O'Dea is going to throw me out

4 of here.

5                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  No, no, no.

6                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  As long as you

7 don't speak as long as he does.

8                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  All that matters,

9 Rich, depending how long you speak, we'll be here

10 til nine, ten or eleven o'clock.

11                MR. CORSETTO:  That would be good.

12 It will be shorter.  Well, but anyway, coaching for

13 33 years on a high school and college level is a

14 tremendous, tremendous challenge, and it was a great

15 feeling when I finished my career because a lot of

16 students athletes that I coached went on to be

17 successful in college.  You know, that's the most

18 important thing, getting an education and moving on,

19 and if the players that you recruit and that you

20 coach, if they know that you're sincere, that you

21 want to see the best come out of them, then they're

22 going to achieve at their highest level for you.

23 They're going to be motivated to play.

24           When I was at Hudson County Community

25 College from '90 to '96, Hudson was second a home to
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1 me because I taught physical education down here,

2 and I coached basketball for six years at the

3 Community College.  Were we successful?  Yes, but

4 more so than that, the number of young men that were

5 out there participating, going to school, and they

6 were not hanging out on the street, they came into a

7 four-year college.  That's important how many kids

8 are out there that need the Community College.

9           I'm thankful to Hudson County Community

10 College because if it wasn't for Hudson County

11 Community College, I would have never got the

12 opportunity, and I would never get this ring.  I

13 would have never gotten this ring in the Hall of

14 Fame, never, never, and the Passaic County Community

15 College giving me the opportunity to coach there

16 when Hudson disbanded in '96, and we were successful

17 there, and I thank them, which I already have done

18 so.

19           Something like this, you can't get this

20 alone.  You cannot do it.  It's impossible.  Just

21 like a mechanic can't work in a garage all day

22 without help, a coach can't coach without help.

23 I've had good people around me.  I've always had

24 good people around me.  I played for good coaches,

25 and I coached with good coaches, and that was
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1 important for me.  That was important to me, but the
2 success is built on the people that have helped you.
3 You break this thing into pieces, and you give a
4 little piece to each person that was involved with
5 this.  That's a lot of people.  That's a lot of
6 young men and adults.
7           I'm thankful to the colleges and the high
8 schools and coaches and everybody that gave me the
9 opportunity to because I had to go to junior

10 college.  My grades were not good out of high
11 school.  My father said, you either go to junior
12 college or you go to work, either or.  In an old
13 Italian family, work or go to school, you're not
14 sitting around the house.  So I tried work until my
15 father told me the guy I work for busts ass.  The
16 guy did, made me do everything.  Anyway, I said I
17 want to go to college, Dad.  So I went to junior
18 college.  That's how I started out.
19           So that's the best thing, community
20 college.  In both colleges, I thank the
21 administration at Hudson and at Passaic for giving
22 me that opportunity to coach, and I thank you here,
23 the Freeholders in Hudson County, for all the good
24 years I had here as a teacher, an educator and a
25 coach, and thank you for having me.
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1                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Mr. Clerk.

2                THE CLERK:  Mr. Chair, there was one

3 more laudatory at the request of Freeholder Jeffery

4 Dublin.  L-4 is entitled commemorating the hundredth

5 anniversary of Abraham Lincoln High School in Jersey

6 City.

7                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Board as a whole,

8 Freeholder Dublin.  Seconded by Board as a whole.

9 Sponsored by Freeholder Dublin.

10           On L-4, Freeholder Cifelli.

11                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  Yes.

12                THE CLERK:  DiDomenico.

13                FREEHOLDER DiDOMENICO:  Yes.

14                THE CLERK:  Dublin.

15                FREEHOLDER DUBLIN:  Yes.

16                THE CLERK:  Liggio.

17                FREEHOLDER LIGGIO:  Yes.

18                THE CLERK:  Munoz.

19                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Yes.

20                THE CLERK:  O'Dea.

21                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  I vote yes, but on

22 the third whereas, there is many more, even more

23 notable individuals after the first name.  There

24 were a lot of greats over the years than has been

25 presented.
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1                THE CLERK:  Freeholder Rivas.

2                FREEHOLDER RIVAS:  Yes.  Where's my

3 name?

4                THE CLERK:  Freeholder Rivera,

5 absent.  Chairman Romano.

6                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Yes.

7                FREEHOLDER DUBLIN:  Can I get a copy?

8                THE CLERK:  Yes, we do it on

9 parchment.  The next order of business is additional

10 discussion on today's agenda.

11                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Mr. Chairman, we

12 had the committee meeting today with Chairman, and

13 we discussed the issue with the homeless prevention

14 funds and about the fee.  And so this year, I

15 believe that we have $200,000, and we were

16 discussing that issue being we get 400 fees of

17 funding and some of the Freeholders have requested

18 that we move to carry that item to the next agenda

19 meeting because we're not clear with some of the

20 applications that were submitted to the organization

21 within the funding.  We're going to ask the

22 Administration that we carry.

23                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  I make a motion to

24 carry this to the next meeting.

25                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  On a motion by
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1 Freeholder Munoz to carry Item 6 to the next
2 meeting, seconded by Freeholder O'Dea for time
3 needed to ascertain more information.
4                THE CLERK:  On the motion, Freeholder
5 Cifelli.
6                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  Yes.
7                THE CLERK:  DiDomenico.
8                FREEHOLDER DiDOMENICO:  Yes.
9                THE CLERK:  Dublin.

10                FREEHOLDER DUBLIN:  Yes.
11                THE CLERK:  Liggio.
12                FREEHOLDER LIGGIO:  Yes.
13                THE CLERK:  Munoz.
14                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Yes.
15                THE CLERK:  O'Dea.
16                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Yes.
17                THE CLERK:  Rivas.
18                FREEHOLDER RIVAS:  Yes.
19                THE CLERK:  Rivera, absent.  Chairman
20 Romano.
21                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Yes.  There is no
22 problem with time limits, correct?
23                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  It would be
24 July 1st, so we have plenty of time.
25                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Also, if we could
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1 forward a copy for all the Freeholders, a copy of

2 the people that applied for the $200,000, I believe.

3 So I think that there were five submissions and

4 every one had an application.

5                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Continue,

6 Mr. Clerk.

7                THE CLERK:  Mr. Chairman, we are at

8 additional discussion on today's agenda.

9                MR. ANTUN:  Mr. Chairman.

10                THE CLERK:  Mr. Antun.

11                MR. ANTUN:  Mr. Chairman, we have one

12 item for the Board's consideration.  It is a 30-day

13 extension with the Medical Center for trauma cases.

14 The amount of money is $112,500, and it's for the

15 month of May.

16                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  What number would

17 this be?

18                THE CLERK:  This will be No. 23,

19 entitled authorizing a one-month extension to a

20 professional services contract with the Jersey City

21 Medical Center, a New Jersey nonprofit corporation,

22 for $112,500.

23                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  This is trauma

24 cases, in-patient.

25                THE CLERK:  Mr. Chairman, we need a
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1 sponsor.

2                FREEHOLDER DiDOMENICO:  I'll sponsor.

3                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Sponsored by

4 Freeholder DiDomenico.  Seconded by Freeholder

5 Munoz.

6           Freeholder, go ahead.

7                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Mr. Chairman, to

8 the Administrator, did we submit this for a bid on a

9 professional service contract?

10                MR. ANTUN:  I'm sorry, Freeholder.  I

11 didn't hear you.

12                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  How was the

13 process for this, through a bid?

14                MR. ANTUN:  No, this is just an

15 extension.  There is no bid for this because they're

16 the only trauma unit in Hudson County.  We did not

17 do a bid for that.

18                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  The reason is?

19                MR. ANTUN:  This is being done as a

20 professional service.  They're the trauma center in

21 Hudson County.

22                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  This is different

23 than the lock-up unit?

24                MR. ANTUN:  We still have an

25 agreement with East Orange.
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1                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  When does that
2 expire?
3                MR. ANTUN:  I'm not sure when.  Maybe
4 Director Aviles knows.
5                DIRECTOR AVILES:  Oscar Aviles,
6 Department of Corrections.  I'm not sure of the
7 exact date.  We do it year to year.
8                MR. BATTISTA:  I believe I think the
9 last time we made the award, we did it pursuant to

10 the contracting statute.  I don't know that
11 information here.  I will find out for you.
12                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  The reason is I
13 have visited some hospitals in Hudson County, and
14 they wanted to bring this money into Hudson County
15 and create jobs in Hudson County.  Right now, we're
16 leaving Hudson County to go to another hospital in
17 East Orange.  So where can I get that information
18 that I asked for so I know when I'm going get back
19 to them?  So would you submit an e-mail for us to
20 the Public Safety Committee about when the contract
21 is over?
22           And I believe, the Administration, the
23 issue that I have with the Administration is one of
24 the answers that I got is there is an interest in
25 hospitals in Hudson County who are willing to put
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1 out to a bid so that we have to do an RFP, and the

2 reason that it wasn't put out for a bid before was

3 because there wasn't any hospital.

4                MR. ANTUN:  That's not true,

5 Freeholder.  The first time we did it, we did a

6 competitive contract, and they were the only ones

7 that responded.  Now, what may have happened is that

8 we may have renewed it because there may have been

9 no interest, but it's I believe the recommendation

10 of the committee that we do a new process.

11                MR. BATTISTA:  I believe and

12 Dr. Aviles can correct me, is because of the issue

13 with capital investment that a potential hospital

14 would have to make order to have a particular

15 lockdown unit created, I believe that in our last

16 request we allowed for start-up time for the

17 contract that was awarded until the lockdown unit

18 was contracted.  So we gave other hospitals an

19 opportunity who did not have lockdown units to

20 compete by allowing time for them to construct.

21                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Right, we have to

22 get some consensus and notice to Hudson County to

23 see how much interest there is.

24                MR. BATTISTA:  And we did that back

25 then.  We could do it again.
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1                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Freeholder O'Dea.

2                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  The reality of

3 this situation is, and I concur with Freeholder

4 Munoz, that we should make all efforts to see if

5 there is a Hudson County hospital that wants to do

6 this, and we should start discussions to see if

7 there's a Hudson County hospital that wants to do

8 it.  If that's the case, the issue is greater.  That

9 gives them enough time to prepare a lockdown unit.

10           The larger issue, Mr. Administrator, is

11 the capital expenditure attributable to building a

12 lockdown unit, vis-a-vis, the short-term of the

13 contract.  Unless we find a way to look into that

14 issue, no one will ever be able to do it.  It's

15 like, I've got a building that's all ready for

16 service, and someone that wants to bid on it to tell

17 them, I'll give you 90 days if you win the bid to

18 turn around and get unit ready.

19           The 90 days isn't the issue.  The issue is

20 there is no way amortize those costs over even a

21 two-years or three-year contract.  So if we really

22 are sincere about wanting to do this, we need to

23 have discussions about it and see what other funding

24 or financing mechanism may be available to get them

25 the capital dollars to get the unit up and running.
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1 It's just a reality.  There is obviously a certain
2 level of savings for us if something is closer than
3 going out to East Orange.
4                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  On the average
5 what is the amount of lockdown beds that we have?
6                DIRECTOR AVILES:  Freeholder, it's
7 usually occupying about three to five beds in the
8 hospital.
9                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  I know you're

10 not in hospital construction or hospital management,
11 but do you have any idea what the capital
12 expenditure would be for an area hospital to
13 construct a five or six-bed lockdown unit?
14                DIRECTOR AVILES:  It's, Freeholder,
15 in my opinion based on what I observed at like the
16 Jersey City Medical Center, presently right now East
17 Orange, the Medical Center in East Orange, the
18 capital, it's not huge because the rooms already
19 exist.
20                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  It's a staffing
21 issue and the cost of construction.
22                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  I'll give you the
23 cost because I've spoken to two hospitals in Hudson
24 County, and it's in the hundred of thousands of
25 dollars, yes, yes, yes.  There's the cameras, things
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1 you have to do.  You can't just -- it's not like you
2 put a bar, a barred area for people to get in and
3 out.
4                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  I'm sure there
5 is just like you have a correctional facility
6 standard, I'm sure there is a subset of standards
7 for lockdown units, it's not like people out in
8 Colorado.  If you get that to us, we can see.
9                DIRECTOR AVILES:  I'll do that for

10 you.
11                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  We're probably
12 thinking of the cost.  Freeholder O'Dea is right.
13 Before you ask the facility to make a capital
14 contribution, you have to be able to secure the
15 amount of extensions.  It's a five-year period,
16 ten-year period.  I don't know if we can make that
17 figure.
18                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  The other reality
19 of it is, is how many beds are in the East Orange
20 unit?
21                DIRECTOR AVILES:  The locked ward has
22 about 15 beds.  It's being shared by --
23                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  By multiple
24 counties, and it may be cost-prohibitive to only do
25 three or five beds.  You may need to lay out a
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1 section of a floor.  You can't take four rooms.  If

2 the section goes down, it's twelve rooms.  It's got

3 to lay out to make sense.  You can't have it.

4                MR. ANTUN:  That's why the East

5 Orange proposal made sense.  It was a dedicated

6 floor there.  I believe there are four counties that

7 participate in it.  We share the overtime in terms

8 of the security.  I mean it's -- I'm not sure that

9 you're going to get the same levels of economies in

10 a County hospital.

11                DIRECTOR AVILES:  The County of

12 Hudson has a interlocal agreement -- a shared

13 services with Essex County, it's per diem, per

14 prisoner.  The savings to us is a regular charge for

15 them.  If the County of Hudson County is in the

16 business, which they are, if hospitals are

17 interested, we can recommend a model in Hudson

18 County and probably draw other counties to come to

19 Hudson based on geography.

20                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  The issue with the

21 cost and cost-savings, we have to think about how

22 many jobs are created in Hudson County.  I mean it's

23 an opportunity to Hudson County to have nurses and

24 the correctional officers that deal with them.  But

25 right now that we're outside this County, we have to
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1 think about the taxpayer money that's going to
2 leave.  So we have to think about the creation of
3 jobs.  We have to look at the number overall, but we
4 have to look at how many jobs that we created, how
5 much it costs to create those jobs.  If those people
6 have jobs we created, they're paying taxes here.
7 That's the goal, to collect the taxes.
8                MR. BATTISTA:  Just to remind
9 Freeholder Cifelli, if you do a competitive

10 contracting process, you can do it for five years.
11 If you did a noncompetitive process, I believe
12 because of the nature, it is three years.
13                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  So that's not
14 sufficient because you don't know who's going to get
15 the contract.
16                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Mr. Chairman, if
17 we are interested, they would build a lockdown unit
18 in Hudson County.  The money, they would make that
19 investment, but I mean, when I was there, they
20 showed me the hospital.  They showed me the idea,
21 but it has to do more that the Administration has to
22 engage in talking to all the other hospitals so that
23 it's for everybody to make sure who wants to do it,
24 what is the cost.
25           I think there should be some talks about
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1 it.  In fact, if they say, well, this is not

2 economically feasible for us to build it, then it's

3 justified to do to another process with the County.

4 I think it is something that we help, that the CEO

5 that is representing the hospital is interested in

6 building it in this hospital.  We should bring these

7 jobs to Hudson County.

8                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Mr. Chairman, will

9 we beginning in 2014, derive substantive, will it be

10 a reimbursement offset beginning in 2014, for these

11 individuals, based on the fact that a large majority

12 of them are not covered by any health coverage, will

13 be covered by Obamacare?  Shaking your hand is not

14 recorded by the transcript.

15                DIRECTOR AVILES:  I didn't know you

16 were addressing that question to me, Freeholder.

17                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  If I looked at

18 you, I'm addressing that question to you.

19                MR. ANTUN:  Freeholder, that's being

20 researched as we speak.  In fact, we're researching

21 based on statistics.

22                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Two months ago I

23 asked for that.

24                MR. ANTUN:  That's right, and it's

25 being researched.
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1                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Who did she call,
2 President Obama himself?
3                MR. ANTUN:  No.
4                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  That was months
5 ago.
6                MR. ANTUN:  There are some issues
7 that are unclear and that I have -- I'm not sure
8 there's a clear answer to that.
9                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Here is what it

10 is.  It's a pretty simple, straightforward question.
11 The president has created this initiative.  He's
12 created staff and office to deal with it.  You would
13 think that you could have somebody without making
14 this into a Rubik's Cube, find a way to reach out to
15 the right person in Washington D.C., and just ask
16 the simple questions.  It's not -- it's not an
17 overly complicated question.
18           If an individual otherwise qualifies for
19 the benefit based on their income, and we know what
20 that income threshold is going to be, will the same
21 individuals qualify for health care provided to them
22 when they are, in fact, incarcerated at a penal
23 institution?
24                MR. ANTUN:  What I saw, Freeholder,
25 there is one answer where it says they will, and
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1 there's another one that say they won't.

2                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  I'm going to call

3 Jerry Healy and ask him to call Obama.  He knows

4 him.

5                MR. ANTUN:  If you want to, at the

6 next Public Safety Committee meeting, we'll bring

7 you the information that we have, and then you can

8 tell me.

9                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Who is researching

10 it?

11                MR. BATTISTA:  We have spoken to our

12 outside insurance consultant.  They're working on

13 putting together an explanation for us.  We also

14 have spoken to our current provider, and they're

15 looking into it, and we also have hired a seasoned

16 individual to get it.

17                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  It's possible

18 they're not just covered by Obamacare.  Aren't there

19 situations where we have inmates who are not covered

20 by private insurance, or some that are?  Those that

21 are are not a majority.  Somewhere in the back of my

22 mind, I remember that inmates that are covered by

23 private care or that are covered by Medicaid or

24 Medicare are excluded?  So the reality of it is

25 possibly Obamacare is an exclusion.
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1                MR. BATTISTA:  What I remember,

2 Freeholder, was it a predisposition of inmates would

3 be eligible.

4                MR. ANTUN:  I think you have the

5 answer, but as you begin to read further, there is

6 some ambiguity with respect to that.

7                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Let's get on top of

8 it and get some answers before it does come on the

9 agenda and have that committee meeting so we know.

10           Continue, Mr. Clerk.

11                MR. ANTUN:  I have no further items.

12 Thank you.

13                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  Let me ask one

14 more question with respect to immigration and the

15 courts.  What does the contract say about

16 immigration?

17                DIRECTOR AVILES:  Oscar Aviles,

18 Department of Corrections, the immigration, the

19 federal government pays for immigration medical

20 bills.

21                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  That's a hundred

22 percent?

23                DIRECTOR AVILES:  Correct.  That's a

24 direct billing to the federal government.

25                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  I have a question.
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1 Why don't we take some of the money from what we're

2 paying, 20 percent, and get some of this money from

3 insurance?

4                DIRECTOR AVILES:  For the inmate

5 population?  The organization reviews the inmates

6 and makes every attempt to recoup third-party

7 reimbursement for the Medicare.

8                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Do they have the

9 ability to show how much we're going to get back?

10                DIRECTOR AVILES:  Freeholder, what

11 they do is they make an attempt to get the bills

12 paid.  Whatever is not paid, if we don't exceed the

13 amount, then we get a reimbursement.  They are

14 authorizing us a spend a certain amount.  What's not

15 covered through the federal government through

16 immigration or for third-party benefits for the

17 prisoner, it is covered by the County of Hudson.

18                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  We're basically

19 paying for people that don't have insurance?

20                DIRECTOR AVILES:  Correct.

21                THE CLERK:  Mr. Chair, the item that

22 was just distributed is from the Board of

23 Freeholders.  It's entitled resolution authorizing

24 contribution to purchase two dozen softballs for

25 Jersey City Downtown Women's Softball League, 2013,
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1 $150.
2                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Eliu is not here.
3                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  I just have a
4 question.  Why do the women need two dozen and the
5 men need four dozen?
6                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  That's what the
7 request was, right on the page.
8                FREEHOLDER DiDOMENICO:  They're
9 better hitters.

10                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  They don't hit as
11 many home runs.
12                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  What number is
13 that?
14                THE CLERK:  24.  I have no additional
15 items.  Proceed with public participation?
16                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Yes.
17                THE CLERK:  According to the policy
18 set by the Board of Freeholders, members of the
19 public are asked to limit their comments to 15
20 minutes when discussing agenda items and five
21 minutes at the conclusion of the meeting when
22 discussing matters of public interest.
23           At this time the public may address the
24 Board on any item on the agenda only.  Please keep
25 your comments limited to 15 minutes.  Are there any
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1 speakers on agenda items only?
2                MS. WAITERS:  Patricia Waiters.  I'm
3 sorry.  I stepped in a little late.  Resolution,
4 there's this fact sheet that was added to the
5 agenda, that's my understanding.
6                THE CLERK:  Can you read the title?
7                MS. WAITERS:  Department of
8 Corrections, the one you were discussing when I
9 walked in.

10                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  23, I believe.
11                MS. WAITERS:  Was this pulled or
12 tabled?
13                THE CLERK:  No.
14                MS. WAITERS:  You will be voting on
15 this tonight?  All right.  I have a little problem
16 with it because I was reading it, and I didn't
17 clearly understand.  Please, can you review the
18 story?  I was here at the last meeting, the argument
19 about this bill being paid for the Jersey City
20 Medical Center, and the emergency room don't turn
21 away anyone.  The negotiations are still pending.
22 This is a lot of money, $112,000, just additional
23 for a month to extend a contract.
24           I mean from what I see last time when the
25 Medical Center was here, and it was a big issue
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1 holding off on the money and not paying them, and
2 now tonight $112,000 from May 1st to the 31st, and
3 this wasn't posted for no other vendors, and the
4 vendor was picked.  So how do we know it's not like
5 favoritism that they're going to give this contract?
6                MR. ANTUN:  Mr. Chairman, I think I
7 was just asked that question, and the answer was
8 that they are the only trauma unit in Hudson County
9 so we have to qualify them.

10                MS. WAITERS:  We had to award them
11 the contract, but I'm saying is you didn't place it
12 for no other bids or whatever?
13                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  There is no other
14 trauma center in Hudson County.  You have to get
15 another hospital to qualify as a trauma center.
16                MS. WAITERS:  I heard East Orange
17 mentioned, Essex County, other hospitals they're not
18 utilizing.
19                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  That's the only
20 one within Hudson County.
21                MS. WAITERS:  This $112,000 is only
22 going to the Medical Center?
23                FREEHOLDER DUBLIN:  Pat, if you were
24 going through traumatic conditions, you wanted want
25 to get to the closest trauma center as possible, not
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1 to export them to East Orange or Newark, whatever.

2                MS. WAITERS:  I'm not saying that

3 they shouldn't be cared for.  That's not what I'm

4 saying.  What I'm saying to you is, the way the bid

5 is being placed, the way this is being done, I'm

6 just making sure that it's not funny stuff.  There

7 was a big argument at the last meeting.  You wasn't

8 here.

9                FREEHOLDER DUBLIN:  I was here.

10                MS. WAITERS:  Not you, Mr. Dublin.

11 You weren't here when they were talking about

12 holding the thing back, holding fee, denying them

13 inmate care.  It was all about that.  You weren't

14 here.  I'm not denying them care, but what I'm

15 saying to you is, this seems like it's a little...

16                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  I was here when

17 that discussion was placed with the union.

18                MS. WAITERS:  So you would be voting

19 yes on this tonight?

20                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  No, no, no, we had

21 the discussion last time.  I voted no, and the

22 reason why, we were voting no to hold the payment,

23 but at the end, we would end up paying more to the

24 hospital because they wouldn't pay the negotiated

25 price.  So these are already actual fees,
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1 Mr. Administrator, not the negotiated fees?
2                MR. ANTUN:  These are fees based on
3 the prior terms.
4                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  What is it we're
5 going to pay?  We withhold the payment, right?  So
6 by holding payments --
7                MR. ANTUN:  That was a separate
8 issue, Freeholder.
9                MS. WAITERS:  I'm worried about the

10 money issue; $112,000 is going to be paid to them
11 for a month.
12                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Before we get to
13 you, let Mr. Antun answer the question.
14                MR. ANTUN:  Freeholder, the issue
15 that you are alluding to is the discount situation,
16 and as long as we pay the bills within the discount
17 period, then we are entitled to a discount.  That's
18 still in effect.  That has not changed.
19           With respect to the question that was
20 posed by Ms. Waiters, we're not turning a check over
21 to the Medical Center.  This is an authorization.
22 Obviously, if there are not any inmates in the
23 hospital, there is no need to pay them.  This is on
24 a fee per basis.  So this is just an authorization,
25 and the reason we need an authorization of this
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1 magnitude is because we're not in the luxury to say
2 who can't come and we ran out of money.
3           So obviously when somebody needs trauma
4 care, we have to bring them to the facility, and we
5 have to be in the position to pay the dollars and
6 take advantage of the discount.
7                MS. WAITERS:  Thank you, Mr.
8 Administrator.  That's just in case of an emergency
9 occurs?

10                MR. ANTUN:  Right.
11                MS. WAITERS:  Thank you.
12                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Mr. Chair, by the
13 way, I believe it was six weeks ago I requested four
14 things from the Medical Center:  One, a copy of the
15 employment contract of Mr. Scott; two, a copy of the
16 consulting contract of Mr. Brent Yessin; three, a
17 copy of the written contractual proposal of the
18 Jersey City Medical Center to the unions; four, a
19 presentation by the Jersey City Medical Center of
20 their proposed use or reuse of Greenville Hospital
21 that has been closed for several years.
22           I was told that I would get the documents.
23 I have not gotten them to date; was told on the
24 record that they would make a presentation on
25 Greenville Hospital at the next caucus.  They've
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1 never come here.  In my mind it's the ultimate
2 disrespect to elected officials.  Three of us stood
3 on the stairs yesterday decrying the management of
4 that hospital.  Now, and now beyond that, we don't
5 get simple documents.
6           If I'm giving an institution that still
7 has members on it appointed by the Mayor of the
8 City, and I can't get a copy of the employment
9 contract of its chief executive officer, if I can't

10 get the contract of a consultant, which someone, I
11 don't know what the amount is, threw an amount $1
12 million that this individual is being paid to
13 negotiate contracts, get rid of the union, whatever
14 it may be.  I want to see what he's being paid and
15 what he's being paid for.
16           If I can't see what their offer is in
17 writing, not a Reader's Digest, make it look the
18 best way from their perspective, and if I can't find
19 out what a hospital facility that's been closed for
20 several years that is in my Freeholder district is
21 going to be used for and when it's going to open and
22 be able to ask questions about it, you know, it's
23 like the Medical Center just -- the heads of the
24 Medical Center stand on the roof and they show us
25 they're number one, but they use a different finger
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1 and turn the finger towards us.  It's just
2 ridiculous.
3           I'm not going to vote for this.  I'm not
4 going to vote for any other item until they treat us
5 with a basic level of respect.  If someone contacted
6 us for a document, they would get it, and they would
7 get it in a timely manner.  What do they have to
8 hide?  What does Mr. Scott have to hide?  What does
9 Mr. Yessin have to hide, and why are you not willing

10 to come before this Board and make a presentation to
11 us in public about what's going to happen at
12 Greenville Hospital?  People that live in my
13 district have a right to know that.
14                FREEHOLDER DUBLIN:  Mr. Chair, this
15 goes to counsel, is there anything that we can do
16 physically to get these document?
17                MR. FLORIO:  The options that would
18 be available to you would presumably be under some
19 kind of litigation.  As I sit here now, I don't
20 specifically have any theory upon which we would be
21 able to pursue such an action.  As Freeholder O'Dea
22 was speaking, I was thinking about the possibility
23 of an OPRA request under the concept that they
24 public monies for certain activities, that there may
25 be a possibility of considering to some limited
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1 extent, public entities, over which an OPRA request
2 would have some impact, but as I sit here now, I
3 don't know whether they actually would fall under
4 that heading.  I'll do some research.
5                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  The hospital is
6 the licensed by the State of New Jersey, right?
7                MR. FLORIO:  As I understand it, yes.
8                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  And if we
9 petitioned the State of New Jersey on the issue,

10 they would have to comply with some act, and they
11 should supply certain documents like a contract of a
12 facility.  So is there somehow a way to get that
13 public document from the State Department of Public
14 Health as opposed to going to the hospital?
15                MR. FLORIO:  My answer would be
16 anything that would be provided to a State agency
17 under the -- under the requirement of whatever,
18 whatever regulations that are set down by the
19 Department of Health, if documents are provided to
20 the State, then they would be discoverable under
21 OPRA.
22                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  Yes, so the
23 contract that sets the rate for Medicaid, I would
24 say the State has something to do with that rate.
25 They would have to share their expenses and give
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1 copies.  I'm just grasping for some option of how

2 you seek the documents.

3                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Freeholder O'Dea,

4 then Freeholder Dublin.

5                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  And Mr. Florio, at

6 the end of the day, if you determine that their

7 documents are not OPRA-able, then I'm going to -- we

8 meet with our State legislature and tell the State

9 legislature to amend the State law to make those

10 facilities that receive all State charity care and

11 all these other public dollars have to also be

12 subject to OPRA.

13           There's plenty of organizations that are

14 subject to OPRA that get a small portion of their

15 money and budget from the government, then that's

16 Jersey City Medical Center, which was built on land

17 that was purchased by the City of Jersey City.  I

18 was a member of the governing body of Jersey City

19 when the bonding was authorized to purchase that.

20 I'm sure there are additional covenants that take

21 this hospital, Mr. Florio, out your typical

22 not-for-profit hospital.

23           There's a reason why the Mayor of Jersey

24 City has appointees to the board of managers of the

25 Jersey City Medical Center.  That's six weeks.  We
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1 need to know this.

2                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Freeholder Dublin.

3                MR. FLORIO:  Mr. Chairman, if I may

4 bring this out a little bit, if I should, if I

5 should determine that there is a vehicle by which we

6 can pursue the discovery of those document before

7 the next meeting, are you authorizing me to take

8 that action?

9                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  You should get it.

10 Freeholder Cifelli.

11                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  One question,

12 assuming that we have a record, and they have the

13 trauma service, obviously the Medical Center has the

14 closest one.  Financially, if you went to UMDNJ, do

15 you have any idea what the disparity would be?  Is

16 there a financial risk we have?  Certainly the care

17 is not, they'll have the care, but what are the

18 risks that we're dealing with?

19                MR. ANTUN:  It would be the full BRG

20 rate, and I don't know what that is.  I could get

21 that information.

22                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  Do we negotiate

23 contracts?  I know BRG rates fluctuate.

24                MR. ANTUN:  That's correct.

25                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  Do you remember
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1 what the BRG rate was?
2                MR. ANTUN:  I don't, Freeholder.  I
3 don't recall.  Also, keep in mind that if the
4 resolution doesn't pass, then I don't have the
5 authority to pay them.  So I can't take advantage of
6 anything anyway.  I wouldn't have the authority to
7 pay them.
8                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  So they have to
9 treat our inmates, but we don't have to pay them

10 right away.
11                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  We'll go to court
12 on a charity care issue, Ed Florio.
13                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  I agree with the
14 Freeholder, with the idea of punishing the hospital.
15 I think that by doing that, we're not punishing the
16 hospital, we're punishing the taxpayers of Hudson
17 County.  They're going to be paying a higher rate.
18 I don't think that's a good idea to do that.  That's
19 why I'm going to support it, but that we have to
20 find other ways to answer the questions we
21 discussed, but that's punishing the taxpayers.  The
22 hospital won't care.  I don't see how.
23                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Freeholder, I
24 don't think we're punishing the taxpayers because
25 the position that I think we would take is, we're
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1 not authorizing to pay.  These individuals, if they

2 were in the correctional center, we would go there

3 and they would be under charity care, and they would

4 be subject to the reimbursement for whatever charity

5 care they receive from the -- they receive from the

6 State of New Jersey.

7           The bottom line is this.  There comes a

8 time that every person has to take a stand.  I'm not

9 going to -- I'm not going to go to an event in front

10 of hundreds of other people who are at threat of

11 losing their jobs or came here and made a speech,

12 and when it comes time to put my vote where my mouth

13 is, talk out of both sides of my mouth.

14           I stood on a stage yesterday, Freeholder

15 Romano as our Chair stood.  Those individuals were

16 here.  We spoke here.  The management has not only

17 ignored those people from the union, they ignored

18 reasonable requests.  I didn't ask to open up an

19 audit on their books.

20           I asked for four simple things, the

21 contract of the CEO, which is probably if it's a

22 20-page document could have been forwarded a copy in

23 a day.  Mr. Yesin's contract, which had to be

24 approved by the board of managers, which again,

25 can't more than ten to twenty pages, could have been
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1 copied in a day; and a copy of their actual offer.

2 Mr. Yessin is the one that came here with his

3 explanation of what this meant, and I said, okay,

4 Can I get both contracts?  I have the contract from

5 1199.  They gave it to me that.  They actually went

6 downstairs.  Somebody got it out of their vehicle,

7 and they brought a copy up.  That I got from the one

8 side.

9           Then the last thing which I think is so

10 reasonable that it boggles my mind why they wouldn't

11 come here, I said it's come to my attention that

12 you're going to reopen as a different type of

13 facility the former Greenville Hospital, which is

14 located in my district, which Freeholder Dublin will

15 remember, we marched down Kennedy Boulevard to try

16 to keep that facility open, but despite out effort,

17 they closed it.  I said, can you come to the meeting

18 and make a presentation on what's going on, what

19 you're going to do with that facility.  No problem;

20 in fact, they said, No problem, we'll be at your

21 next caucus.  They never showed.

22           I mean, come on.  At what point do you

23 just say if they are not willing to respect us, then

24 we have to take a position?  The thing I want to

25 find out, what's the travel time from County Jail to
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1 UMDNJ Trauma Center?  What's the travel time from

2 Kearny, from the jail in Kearny to UMDNJ, vis-a-vis,

3 the travel time from the Kearny Correctional Center

4 to the Jersey City Medical Center?  Because I'll

5 tell you what.  It's pretty close.  It's pretty

6 close.

7                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Hold on.

8 Mr. Battista first.

9                MR. BATTISTA:  I was going to comment

10 on the charity care.  The inmates are in our care,

11 custody and control.  We're responsible for them so

12 I'm not sure that they would be treated as charity

13 care.

14                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  That's what they

15 have courts of law for.

16                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Freeholder Cifelli.

17                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  I have a

18 question.  A comment was made that the Mayor of

19 Jersey City makes board appointment?

20                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  I think it's

21 called the board of managers.

22                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  As board

23 members, wouldn't they be able to get those

24 documents?

25                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  We asked them.
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1 Kabili Tayari, he said they blackballed him out of

2 their meeting, changed the date, time and location

3 of it so he couldn't go.  How much more do we need

4 somebody to do?  How many times do you have to get

5 kicked below the belt before you get to fight back?

6                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  We were talking

7 about Greenville Hospital, what is it today?  We're

8 talking about Jersey City Medical Center.

9                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  It's closed.  They

10 are reopening it.

11                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  Who is paying

12 property taxes?

13                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  I don't think they

14 are.  I don't know.

15                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  Is that for

16 public use?

17                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  That's why.

18 That's been exempt about eight or nine years.  I'm

19 going to check on that.

20                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Freeholder Dublin.

21                FREEHOLDER DUBLIN:  And to read in

22 the Jersey Journal, this today, and still the

23 Medical Center is being defiant, not only the Jersey

24 City Medical Center workers were at the rally

25 yesterday.  They bussed people in.  Just
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1 continuously a disrespect, a blatant disrespect to

2 sit down and to negotiate to act in a fair way.

3           And I agree with Bill O'Dea, if we don't

4 take action as a Board; when we request things, we

5 should get it.  I even saw Dr. Scott.  I was walking

6 Downtown, and I ran into him.  He was having a

7 cookout with the EMS workers.  I went over there.

8 He was like, have a hot dog.  I say, No, I don't

9 want no hot dog, I'm asking you to get back to the

10 table and negotiate a contract that's going to be

11 fair to workers who keep the hospital going.  It

12 ain't the GM or Mr. Scott who makes $700,000 a year,

13 and Mr. Yessin who makes -- they said his contract

14 was a million dollars.

15           So what are they hiding?  What are they

16 hiding?  We should send them a clear message.  I can

17 understand when we're saying we don't want to cause

18 the taxpayers any burden, but the workers live, eat

19 and raise their families here in Hudson County, and

20 we need to take a stand for them also.

21                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Freeholder Munoz.

22                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Chairman, the last

23 comment, I could support the Freeholder's suggestion

24 on this issue, but like I said before, we need to

25 create a way to do this without affecting the
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1 payment that we make.  So I mean Freeholder Cifelli

2 had an idea with the issue with taxes.  We have to

3 find a way to accomplish these things without

4 costing the taxpayers.  That's the reason that I

5 vote for it, and I think they didn't understand my

6 position.  I'm not supporting something that will

7 cost more money at the end of the day.  I mean it's

8 like if I had to pay you rent, and I have a

9 negotiated rate, but I had to pay more rent, you

10 would love that because I have to pay more rent.  I

11 think the hospital would have us doing this now

12 because we would actually have to pay more than the

13 negotiated rate.

14                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  What I just said,

15 what's the travel time from the facility in Kearny

16 to UMDNJ?  I'm going to tell you, if you run that

17 time with an emergency vehicle, it's not going to be

18 maybe a minute more.  It could be equal time.  It

19 could be equal time.

20                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Perhaps we should

21 do a resolution and investigate what that is, and

22 send it to the hospital and say, Look, you negotiate

23 or we're going to start looking for another

24 hospital.

25                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Because I'm going
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1 to tell you, I don't know what happens tonight, I
2 don't think until they fairly and reasonably provide
3 us information we requested that's not onerous or
4 unreasonable, that until they seem to act in good
5 faith as it relates to the people that work there, I
6 don't believe a majority of this Board is going to
7 approve a long-term agreement with that facility.
8 You know, the other day if the Administration said,
9 I'm going to bring a long-term contract, I'll tell

10 you what?  I'll bet that would have been voted down
11 for sure tonight.
12                MR. ANTUN:  That's why I didn't come
13 with it.
14                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Perhaps there is
15 possibly a creative way.
16                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  My thought is
17 this.  If we don't vote for this tonight or the next
18 meeting, that means there's seven or six days in May
19 we're at risk for spending more money, not less
20 money.  All I'm saying is I can't force you to be
21 back at the table by then.  But I think for four
22 pieces of information that we asked for to provide
23 us is not an unreasonable request.
24                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Okay.  Mr. Clerk.
25                THE CLERK:  Additional speakers on
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1 agenda items only.  There appear to be none, Mr.
2 Chair; 23 and 24 have been added to the Consent
3 Agenda, 6 has been carried.  Freeholder Rivera is
4 not here, so I need to replace his sponsorships.
5 I'm going to go through them, Freeholder.
6           No. 2 was sponsored by Rivera.
7                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Sponsor.
8                THE CLERK:  Freeholder Munoz.  No. 4
9 is sponsor by Freeholder Rivera.

10                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Sponsor.
11                THE CLERK:  No. 5 was sponsored by
12 Freeholder Rivera.
13                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Sponsor.
14                THE CLERK:  No. 20 was sponsored by
15 Freeholder Rivera.
16                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Sponsor.
17                THE CLERK:  No. 3 was seconded by
18 Freeholder Rivera.
19                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Seconded by
20 Freeholder Rivas.
21                THE CLERK:  No. 6 was seconded by
22 Freeholder Rivera.  Seconded by Freeholder Rivas.
23 He sponsored it -- I stand corrected, 6 is no longer
24 on the agenda.
25                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Mr. Chairman,

15 (Pages 54 - 57)

Veritext/NJ Reporting Company
800-227-8440 973-410-4040



Page 58

1 before we vote, I'm going to make a motion to amend

2 No. 23.  I'm going to make a motion to amend Item

3 No. 23, to change it to a ten-day extension from

4 May 1st to May 10th for an amount not to exceed

5 $37,000, with the following stipulations, that

6 Mr. Clerk send a letter tomorrow.

7                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  He did.

8                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Do you have a

9 copy?  And if we have not received that information

10 by the 6th, when our next meeting is, just vote it

11 down, and in the interim period, Mr. Administrator,

12 look and seek what Freeholder Cifelli spoke about,

13 using UMDNJ until we resolve these issues.  I'll

14 make a motion that we give them to ten days to try

15 to be very, Freeholder Munoz, very Solomonistic,

16 37,000.

17                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Freeholder County

18 Counsel.

19                MR. FLORIO:  Thank you for the

20 promotion, Chairman.  Just for clarity's purpose,

21 you're changing the term of the renewal, and for the

22 record, for the record, the amount to be changed.

23                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Yeah, I changed

24 the amount to $37,000.  So the extension date is ten

25 days, and the amount is amended to $37,000.  Those

Page 59

1 are the two changes.

2                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Sponsored by

3 Freeholder O'Dea.  Seconded by Freeholder Dublin.

4                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Do you want me to

5 go into the exact Whereas clauses, if you want me to

6 do that?

7                MR. FLORIO:  I don't think it's

8 necessary.

9                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  It's the first,

10 second. third, fourth, fifth, sixth Whereas clause;

11 one, two, three, four, fifth line down, gets change

12 from $112,000 to $37,000, and after that for the

13 period of time of May 1st, 2013 to May 10th, 2013.

14                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  It's been seconded

15 already.

16                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  And on the next

17 page, it says on Page No. 2 under No. 3, terms of

18 contract, one month gets changed to ten days, and

19 underneath, underneath that May 1st, May 31st gets

20 changed to May 10th, contract amount gets changed to

21 $37,000.  That's the total changes within the body

22 of the Whereas and Be It Resolved sections of the

23 resolution.

24                THE CLERK:  The motion has been made

25 and seconded.
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1           On the motion to amend No. 23, Freeholder
2 Cifelli.
3                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  Yes.
4                THE CLERK:  DiDomenico.
5                FREEHOLDER DiDOMENICO:  Yes.
6                THE CLERK:  Dublin.
7                FREEHOLDER DUBLIN:  Yes.
8                THE CLERK:  Liggio.
9                FREEHOLDER LIGGIO:  Yes.

10                THE CLERK:  Munoz.
11                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Yes.
12                THE CLERK:  O'Dea.
13                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Yes.
14                THE CLERK:  Rivas.
15                FREEHOLDER RIVAS:  Yes.
16                THE CLERK:  Chairman Romano.
17                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Yes.  For the
18 Board, information for the Board, Bill, that letter
19 was sent by Mayor Santos to Mr. Yessin at the both
20 the Jersey City Medical Center address and the
21 Tampa, Florida address.
22                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Send it to
23 Mr. Scott tomorrow.  Mr. Yessin is nothing more than
24 a hired gun, and he may have not the authority in
25 and of himself.  He has no authority to even provide
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1 all those documents, so what's going to happen is
2 we'll find that we haven't gotten the documents, and
3 we'll call up and they'll go, I'm sorry, Mr. Yessin
4 has no authority to provide any of those documents.
5                THE CLERK:  To the CEO, Mr. Scott?
6                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Same body of the
7 letter.
8                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  The letter should
9 go to the CEO and each -- the chair and each member

10 of the board, whether it's a trustee or the board of
11 managers of the hospital by certified mail.
12                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Thank you.
13 Mr. Clerk.
14                THE CLERK:  And No. 16, that was
15 seconded by Freeholder Rivera.
16                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Seconded by
17 Freeholder Munoz.
18                THE CLERK:  On the consent agenda,
19 Freeholder Cifelli.
20                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  Yes.
21                THE CLERK:  DiDomenico.
22                FREEHOLDER DiDOMENICO:  Yes.
23                THE CLERK:  Dublin.
24                FREEHOLDER DUBLIN:  No on 23, aye on
25 the rest.
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1                THE CLERK:  Liggio.
2                FREEHOLDER LIGGIO:  Yes.
3                THE CLERK:  Munoz.
4                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Yes.
5                THE CLERK:  O'Dea.
6                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Abstain on 23, aye
7 on the rest.
8                THE CLERK:  Rivas.
9                FREEHOLDER RIVAS:  Yes.

10                THE CLERK:  Chairman Romano.
11                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Yes.
12                THE CLERK:  All items are approved.
13 We have one ordinance for introduction, Bond
14 Ordinance providing for various 2013 Capital
15 Improvements at and the acquisition and installation
16 of, as applicable, equipment for the Hudson County
17 Schools of Technology located within the County of
18 Hudson, State of New Jersey, appropriating
19 $15,650,000 therefor, and authorizing the issuance
20 of $15,650,000 bonds or notes of the County of
21 Hudson, State of New Jersey for financing such
22 appropriation.
23           On introduction, Freeholder Cifelli.
24                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  Yes.
25                THE CLERK:  DiDomenico.
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1                FREEHOLDER DiDOMENICO:  Yes.

2                THE CLERK:  Dublin.

3                FREEHOLDER DUBLIN:  Yes.

4                THE CLERK:  Liggio.

5                FREEHOLDER LIGGIO:  Yes.

6                THE CLERK:  Munoz.

7                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Yes.

8                THE CLERK:  O'Dea.

9                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Yes.

10                THE CLERK:  Rivas.

11                FREEHOLDER RIVERA:  Yes.

12                THE CLERK:  Chairman Romano.

13                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Yes.

14                THE CLERK:  We have two ordinances

15 for Second Reading.  The first ordinance is entitled

16 Bond Ordinance providing for various 2013 Road and

17 Bridge Improvements by and in the County of Hudson,

18 State of New Jersey, appropriating $10,456,450,

19 including Federal and State grants expected to be

20 received in the aggregate amount of $6,406,450,

21 therefor and authorizing the issuance of $3,857,142

22 bonds or notes to finance part of the cost thereof.

23           This is the time fixed for Public Hearing

24 on this ordinance, which was introduced at the

25 meeting of April 11th, 2013, advertised as required
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1 by law, together with the notice of Hearing for this

2 time.  It has been posted on the Freeholder's

3 bulletin board and made available to the general

4 public.

5           Are there any speakers on this ordinance?

6                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Motion by

7 Freeholder DiDomenico.  Second by Freeholder Dublin.

8

9                THE CLERK:  All in favor, opposed?

10                (The Board votes unanimously in favor

11 of closing the Hearing.)

12                THE CLERK:  The Hearing is closed.

13           On final adoption, Freeholder Cifelli.

14                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  Yes.

15                THE CLERK:  DiDomenico.

16                FREEHOLDER DiDOMENICO:  Yes.

17                THE CLERK:  Dublin.

18                FREEHOLDER DUBLIN:  Yes.

19                THE CLERK:  Liggio.

20                FREEHOLDER LIGGIO:  Yes.

21                THE CLERK:  Munoz.

22                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Yes.

23                THE CLERK:  O'Dea.

24                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Yes.

25                THE CLERK:  Rivas.
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1                FREEHOLDER RIVAS:  Yes.

2                THE CLERK:  Chairman Romano.

3                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Yes.

4                THE CLERK:  The second ordinance for

5 Second Reading is entitled An ordinance amending the

6 Hudson County Administrative Code by the inclusion

7 of "Motor Vehicle Towing Regulations" within Chapter

8 200, New Section 28.

9           This is the time fixed for Public Hearing

10 on this ordinance, which was introduced at the

11 meeting of April 11th, 2013, advertised as required

12 by law, together with the notice of Hearing for this

13 time.  It has been posted on the Freeholder's

14 bulletin board and made available to the general

15 public.

16           Are there any speakers on this ordinance?

17 Can you please come to the microphone and state your

18 name?

19                MR. EISER:  Robert Eiser, John's Main

20 Auto Body, currently one of the town wrecking

21 companies for the County.  We wanted to address the

22 ordinance.  The ordinance currently doesn't require

23 storage facilities within ten miles of the County

24 line, which would allow companies from Staten

25 Island, as well as other companies from other
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1 counties to come in and tow for Hudson County.  We
2 all know if you have somebody coming from Staten
3 Island to tow a car on 90th Street, the time for
4 them to get here is very extensive.  I think that
5 should be looked at before we pass this.
6           Also, it says that the time to arrive on
7 the scene, there is nothing in the ordinance saying
8 how long it could take.  So if the Hudson County
9 Sheriffs called for a tow, a towing company can take

10 anywhere from five minutes to five days, and the
11 County has no -- can't do anything to penalize that
12 company.  There should be some kind of timeline put
13 in place telling the towing company standard.  Right
14 now you have 25 minutes to get there, if not, after
15 three times if you're not on the scene, they can
16 have their license suspended for a year or more.
17           The size of the storage facility, there is
18 nothing in the ordinance for the size of the storage
19 facility.  So a towing company to could come in with
20 storage space for one vehicle and get the contract
21 for the County.  The County now tows thousands of
22 cars.  Where would that company place those cars?
23 Every contract in the state of New Jersey requires a
24 storage facility for 50 cars, one tractor trailer,
25 six-foot fence, fully lighted from dust to dawn,
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1 nothing in this ordinance to specify what the

2 storage facility would have to be like.

3           Also, for the equipment requirement,

4 everything in here is for heavy-duty towing, and the

5 towing companies can subcontract their work.  Hudson

6 County Sheriffs, all the other townships in Hudson

7 County right now relies on Hudson Sheriffs to back

8 them up.  If they were to turn around and call the

9 Sheriff's Department for a rolled over tractor

10 trailer or a garbage truck that goes off the 495

11 Bridge, they call the County, the County towers,

12 they don't have to have any equipment to supply to

13 support the County.  There is nothing here to

14 regulate any kind of equipment.  There are lots of

15 subcontractors.

16           I really think we should go over the

17 contracts a little bit more diligently and compare

18 the County contracts to other contracts such as the

19 Turnpike, Parkway and some of the towns within the

20 County.  Secaucus has a very diligent contract.

21 Theirs have nice requirements.  Before we actually

22 pass this, I think we should go over and see what

23 the legalities are to require towing companies to

24 actually be towing companies, and not just somebody

25 who owns a truck.
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1                MR. BATTISTA:  I'm not prepared to
2 answer all of these questions.  All I can say is
3 this is substantially the same ordinance with a few
4 minor modifications.  This is the ordinance we've
5 been operating under this past year.  I'm not aware
6 of any major problems.  The problems that we did
7 have, I think we tried to address.  I know there's a
8 problem with notification getting to individuals
9 whose are towed.

10                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  That's what the
11 primary purpose is.  The primary purpose of this
12 ordinance was to address the fact owners of vehicles
13 were not being notified.  The rest of this
14 ordinance, as I understand, you've been operating
15 under forever.
16                MR. EISER:  That's also an issue with
17 notifying the owners of the vehicles.  Currently,
18 the Hudson County Sheriffs, they don't always give
19 you owner information for the vehicles.  They don't
20 give you the owner information.  We file paperwork
21 with Motor Vehicle, and it takes four to six weeks
22 to get a response back from New Jersey Motor
23 Vehicle, and that's if the car is not registered out
24 of New Jersey.  If it's not registered under New
25 Jersey, they'll tell us it's not on file.  Then you
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1 have to go and do a 50-state search to find who owns
2 the car.  This ordinance says 24 hours.  That's just
3 not feasible.
4                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Mr. Conti,
5 Freeholder Munoz has a question.  Why wouldn't that
6 information be provided?
7                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Undersheriff is
8 requesting a 1039 on a bridge.
9                UNDERSHERIFF CONTI:  I don't believe

10 that's not provided.  I believe it is provided to
11 the towing company.
12                MR. EISER:  Not on all tows.  There
13 are some that we get back, and it will just have a
14 VIN number or a license plate number because it
15 doesn't come up.
16                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  I find that hard to
17 believe.  You have to check it to see if it's a
18 stolen vehicle so it has to come up.  You have to
19 run by vehicle.  There's not a vehicle on any tow a
20 supervisor is going to authorize a tow without a
21 1039 hook up on it.  Correct me if I'm wrong,
22 Undersheriff.
23                UNDERSHERIFF CONTI:  I agree with
24 you.  I have never seen anything in the writing
25 about any complaints or anything that they were
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1 deprived.  Also, several months ago, we put into

2 effect notification after two days.  We created a

3 timeframe that's a safety issue.  If a towing

4 company says I can't get there in 45, and we're out

5 in the middle of the roadway, we automatically try

6 to get 20 minutes, 25 minutes, and we go to the next

7 one on the list.  We also a created a refuel log.

8 As you just stated, there are companies that don't

9 have the same equipment.

10           In defense of John's Main Towing, they

11 have everything.  But no matter what, we've gone by

12 the contracts from last year.  There's four towing

13 companies that were accepted from the bid or the

14 contract with the Law Department in the County, and

15 any documentation or anything in writing or

16 whatever, I don't believe that's ever been produced

17 to us.  But at the scene the tow driver might not

18 get that, anything that's requested after that, then

19 our wreckers are provided.  I don't work in the

20 record room, but everything under my command would

21 come to me in writing, and I haven't seen anything

22 like that.

23                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Director Demellier.

24                DIRECTOR DEMELLIER:  Bud Demellier,

25 Director of Roads and Public Property.  We're in the
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1 process of, not exactly sure as I stand here where
2 in the process, but we're in the process of going
3 through another cycle of bidding, if you will, and
4 the bidding just follows what the ordinance says.
5 Standing here right now, I don't know where we are.
6 I know we went back out a second time or intended to
7 go back out a second time because no one qualified
8 in all of the criteria of the bid.
9                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Those were just

10 for your vehicles, right?
11                DIRECTOR DEMELLIER:  That's right,
12 for County vehicles.
13                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  For County
14 vehicles opposed to the rotation system, which are
15 for private vehicles that are towed from County
16 parks or county facilities.
17                DIRECTOR DEMELLIER:  And the County
18 Counsel could correct me if I'm wrong, but the same,
19 we're only dealing with County vehicles.
20                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  No one qualified.
21                DIRECTOR DEMELLIER:  Right, no one
22 qualified.  So the requirements are the same, even
23 though we're only dealing with --
24                MR. BATTISTA:  What the process is is
25 we have an ordinance that spells out the rates and
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1 charges.  What we have to do for the towing, we have
2 to the qualify the firms, and then we maintain a
3 rotation that year.  We have four companies that
4 qualified.  Each one has a particular week.  I think
5 we started March 1st, and each one of them had a
6 week and we rotated.
7           I was not aware of any problems with the
8 gentleman speaking.  The problems weren't addressed
9 to me but or communicated.  I did receive a letter

10 from John's Main.  I viewed their letter more as
11 their feeling that they wanted the County to narrow
12 the competition, which I don't believe that was our
13 role.
14           The main issue that they had was it seemed
15 to me, they're not blaming anyone in terms of
16 towers, the Sheriff or anyone else, but there seemed
17 to be a glitch in the system that, for instance we
18 had an example, the vehicle was towed from Union
19 City from Washington Park.  It was towed at the
20 direction of the Sheriff.  The individual came, saw
21 his vehicle was gone.  He went to the Union City
22 Police, and rightfully the Union City Police knew
23 nothing about it.  What happened was that that
24 vehicle was laying somewhere for a period of time
25 before someone got around to notifying the
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1 individual so we tried to address.
2                MR. ANTUN:  Then John's Main sent
3 them a bill for a 500 bucks.
4                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  That's the onus of
5 why this ordinance was introduced.
6                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  I have a question.
7 For example, when an owner comes up with a release
8 to get a vehicle, if he produces identification, it
9 doesn't match the information given by the Sheriff,

10 how is the vehicle being released?  For example,
11 Bill O'Dea's vehicle is towed.  If it's not listed
12 on your form that it belongs to Bill O'Dea when he
13 produces his license to sign for it, do you call the
14 Sheriff?
15                MR. EISER:  Right now, everybody had
16 to go to the Sheriff's office to get a release form.
17 We don't release anything.
18                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  They don't double
19 check?  In other words, when I used to authorize
20 that they get released by PD, they when they go to
21 you, they produce not only a release, but a form of
22 identification to match that.
23                MR. EISER:  The Hudson County
24 Sheriff's office gives us a release telling us which
25 party or which individual to release it to, and we
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1 chack to make sure.

2                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  And that goes

3 against what we just said.  I'm confused.

4                MR. EISER:  This is for vehicles that

5 are not being claimed, people did not claim.

6                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Then it goes for so

7 many days, it goes on an auction.  You have to send

8 certified letters.

9                UNDERSHERIFF CONTI:  My understanding

10 of the change in law, previously the tow company

11 could apply for the title.  I believe the law has

12 been changed that authority is the agency.  The

13 incident with Union City or any other town is on

14 parked vehicles.  We might tow a parked vehicle by a

15 fire hydrant.  There is always room for human error,

16 one of our officers for not notifying Union City,

17 but then Union City, Jersey City, whoever, the onus

18 is also on that agency also to call us.

19                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  You have always

20 worked with us.  You have given us the info.

21                UNDERSHERIFF CONTI:  There are times

22 there are mistakes.  On this particular vehicle, the

23 one of that's $500 or more, that's why it was put in

24 place that we would do notification.  If someone

25 doesn't come to claim their vehicle in two days,
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1 we'll send them a letter.  Sometimes people come and

2 they're not the owner.  They have to have a stamped

3 notarized letter from the owner giving them

4 permission to take the vehicle.

5                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  How would you know

6 whether a vehicle is claimed in two days?  How do

7 you know when a vehicle got towed?

8                UNDERSHERIFF CONTI:  They would have

9 to come us, and the impound sheet is kept in the

10 bin, the non-release bin, and then it gets looked at

11 every two days.

12                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  So when you tow a

13 vehicle to their facility, then what happens, what

14 do you keep, a document?

15                UNDERSHERIFF CONTI:  The document is

16 the tow sheet.

17                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  It stays where?

18                UNDERSHERIFF CONTI:  In the record

19 room for two days.  It doesn't get filed.

20                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  How do you know

21 whether or not or how do you ascertain whether in

22 those two days, a vehicle wasn't claimed?

23                UNDERSHERIFF CONTI:  Because he can't

24 release it unless we give them a copy.

25                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  So they have to
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1 notify you when the individual is ready to pick up

2 the vehicle?

3                UNDERSHERIFF CONTI:  A lot of times

4 the drivers of vehicles or owners go to the tow

5 company before they come us.  If they go to the tow

6 company first, they're told by whoever the towing

7 company is, Where is your release form.  I don't

8 have it.  Well, you have to go to the Sheriff's

9 office.  They give them the address.  They come to

10 us.  We give a release.  They go get their vehicle

11 from a tow company.  Sometimes the vehicle can only

12 be towed out of a tow company.  That's marked on the

13 sheet.

14                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  So in addition to

15 the information, which you don't have for me yet,

16 correct?

17                UNDERSHERIFF CONTI:  Correct.

18                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  When are you going

19 to have that information?

20                UNDERSHERIFF CONTI:  I brought two

21 documents with me to show you and Mr. Battista.  The

22 difficulty I'm having other than physically, there

23 is a problem with the computer system.

24                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  How many vehicles

25 has been towed in the last year?
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1                UNDERSHERIFF CONTI:  I believe

2 approximately 470.

3                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Have someone do it

4 manually.  Can you put together a manual report, and

5 you told me on that manual, not you're going to tell

6 me whether it was towed, who it was towed to, but

7 based on what you told me now when you do the

8 release on the impound, I'll know whether it was

9 there two days, five says, ten days.

10                UNDERSHERIFF CONTI:  This came to

11 light a couple of months ago.

12                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  You know what we'll

13 do?  After our meeting, we discuss it with counsel

14 to make sure.

15                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  It was only put in

16 there a couple months ago -- no, no, the

17 notification, but for the whole year, you'll have,

18 you'll know how many days after it was towed to

19 John's Main or whoever it was, after the individual

20 came to get that vehicle release, so you'll be able

21 to ascertain it was there five days, it was there

22 ten days.  So that will all be part of what you

23 provided.

24                UNDERSHERIFF CONTI:  Right now, the

25 easiest thing to provide you is a copy of the
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1 impound sheet because of the issues we're having.

2                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  The impound sheet

3 will then let me know when the vehicle was released,

4 how many days later?

5                UNDERSHERIFF CONTI:  Yes.

6                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  That's it.  Make

7 copies.

8                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  After the meeting

9 we'll discuss that.

10                MR. BATTISTA:  I think that the

11 County agreed.  We felt a mistake was made, we

12 worked out a payment with the individual.

13                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  The County paid

14 for it?

15                MR. BATTISTA:  In my review of the

16 matter, it looked like blame could not be attributed

17 to anyone rather than the system.  Because we

18 created the system, I felt and I discussed it with

19 the Administrator and he agreed, that we felt that

20 the County should accept the responsibility of $450

21 because part of the storage was the responsibility

22 of the owner.  I think we settled, and I paid 400 or

23 450.

24                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Considering the

25 fact that it was human error, and there was no
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1 agreement reached where no company was given
2 consideration.
3                MR. BATTISTA:  Well, I felt that it
4 was more that the system didn't work, rather than
5 the towing company.
6                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  No, no, I'm not
7 blaming anyone.  I'm saying obviously, no harm, no
8 foul, it's an error of the heart.
9                MR. BATTISTA:  We made a decision

10 that the citizen should be reimbursed.
11                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  I hope that when I
12 get the 400, that 20 more on them aren't in that
13 range, or you may have to make a whole bunch more
14 reimbursements.  You only got one that was diligent
15 enough to, you know, follow up and whatever.
16                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Continue,
17 Mr. Clerk.
18                THE CLERK:  Are there any additional
19 speakers on this ordinance only?
20           Motion to close the hearing by Freeholder
21 Cifelli.
22                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Seconded by
23 Freeholder Rivas.
24                THE CLERK:  All in favor say aye.
25                (The Board votes unanimously in favor
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1 of closing the Hearing.)

2                THE CLERK:  The Hearing is closed.

3 On final adoption, Freeholder Cifelli.

4                FREEHOLDER CIFELLI:  Yes.

5                THE CLERK:  DiDomenico.

6                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Absent.

7                THE CLERK:  Dublin.

8                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Absent.

9                THE CLERK:  Liggio.

10                FREEHOLDER LIGGIO:  Here.  Present.

11 Yes.

12                THE CLERK:  Munoz.

13                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Yes.

14                THE CLERK:  O'Dea.

15                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Yes.

16                THE CLERK:  Rivas.

17                FREEHOLDER RIVAS:  Yes.

18                THE CLERK:  Rivera is absent.

19 Chairman Romano.

20                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Yes.

21                THE CLERK:  The ordinance is adopted.

22 That concludes the items of business on today's

23 agenda.  Are there any comments from the Freeholders

24 on the business of the Board?

25                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Just one thing, we
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1 would like to do a moment of silence for our

2 esteemed former Freeholder from 1979 to 1984, also

3 former Mayor of Hoboken, Steve Cappiello.

4                (Moment of Silence.)

5            One comment also on that, many times when

6 I've had the pleasure of listening to Mr. Cappiello,

7 a man of many words of wisdom, he was very, very

8 proud just as much as being Mayor of Hoboken as

9 being a part of the Hudson County Board of

10 Freeholders, and he considered it a very prestigious

11 honor, and he was proud of his time on the Board and

12 his continuing relations with this Board and other

13 agencies of the County.  Thank you.

14                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Mr. Chairman,

15 through the Chairman to the Administration, can I

16 get an update of the Riviera signage?  I passed by

17 there yesterday.  There was nothing done.  Can I get

18 a time when that's going be completed?

19                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  County Engineer,

20 Demetrio.

21                MR. ARENCIBIA:  I'm sorry,

22 Freeholder.  What was your question?

23                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  What was the issue

24 with the signs that you and Director Demellier,

25 where I passed by the light coming out of the
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1 building, the No Left Turn sign, no left turn.

2 We're going to let people know.  There was an issue

3 that requested by the condo association.

4                MR. ARENCIBIA:  Riviera Towers?

5                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Right.

6                MR. ARENCIBIA:  Freeholder, I'll find

7 out for you, and let you know that.  I don't know

8 what the status is.  I'll check with our department.

9                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  We need two more

10 signs there since they are the small, and no one

11 could see them.  I will try to find a way to do a

12 sign.  The sign was done.  I asked that and was told

13 we could install more signs.

14                MR. ARENCIBIA:  Okay.  Freeholder,

15 after the meeting I can talk to you about exactly

16 what kind of signs you want, okay?

17                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Mr. Chairman, who

18 the Chairman of Education Committee?

19           So Tilo, I'm going to ask that you convene

20 a meeting of the Education Committee.  There was a

21 report that was just released concerning the West

22 New York School System that raises some very, very

23 serious issues and concerns, and I would like your

24 committee to meet with the County Superintendent of

25 Schools to see what, if any, actions the County
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1 Superintendent of Schools is taking to address some

2 of the issues that were raised in that report.

3           I think it's in Hudson County.  We have a

4 County Superintendent of Schools.  That individual's

5 job is in part to be a watchdog on issues such as

6 those raised in this report and whether, you know,

7 you need to have them come before the caucus just to

8 meet and give a report on that, just seeing it

9 briefly, it raises some very serious concerns.

10                THE CLERK:  Are there any comments

11 from the Chief of Staff to the County Executive?

12                MR. GAUHGAN:  No, thank you.

13                THE CLERK:  Now is the time for

14 anyone present to address the Board on any matter of

15 public interest.  Please remember to limit your

16 comments to five minutes.  Are there any speakers?

17 Please state your name for the record.

18                MS. PONTUS:  Kathie Pontus from Union

19 City.  I wasn't here for this tonight.  I was here

20 to support and appreciate the proclamation for

21 Armando Hernandez.  But being I'm here, I was here

22 last month.  I brought up the naming of the

23 pedestrian bridge on Kennedy Boulevard for Frederick

24 Reines.  I was wondering if there has been any

25 progress or anything at all along those lines?
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1                MR. ANTUN:  Mr. Chairman.  Ms.
2 Pontus, at this point we're not able to name the
3 bridge because the bridge was built with federal
4 funds.  There is a prohibition for five years.
5                MS. PONTUS:  Five years.  I had heard
6 this, and it made no sense here.  Can you please
7 tell me exactly which office is the funding?
8                MR. ANTUN:  It's an office, the
9 Federal Highway Authority, Federal Highway

10 Authority.
11                MS. PONTUS:  Why would it take five
12 years?  It's not renaming it.  It's naming it to
13 begin with.
14                MR. ANTUN:  I'll be honest with you.
15 I can't address your question.  I don't know why
16 they have that condition.
17                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  A bridge or
18 pedestrian bridge?
19                MR. ANTUN:  I think it has to do with
20 whatever reason, their funding requirements are that
21 we're not allowed to name the facility or the
22 bridge.  Perhaps the engineer, the engineer provided
23 me with the information.  Demetrio, is there
24 anything you need to add to that?
25                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  Let me ask you a
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1 question.  Can we name the bridge that official name

2 five years from now?

3                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  We won't be here.

4                MR. ANTUN:  You can't bind the Board

5 for five years.

6                DIRECTOR DEMELLIER:  Bud Demellier.

7                MS. PONTUS:  I don't understand.  I

8 don't understand why you would use a federal highway

9 agency.  It's not a highway.

10                MR. ANTUN:  That's who gave us the

11 funding.

12                FREEHOLDER MUNOZ:  You need to

13 contact the Congress so they can change the law.

14                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Director Demellier.

15 County Engineer -- that's okay.  That's deniability,

16 Freeholder.  Yes, Mr. Florio.  Through the

17 Engineer's office, we are trying to find out if

18 there is some way to deal with the name of it.  The

19 engineer did tell me passing in conversation that

20 there may be a way to put something up very small

21 inside the building so it's not exterior to the

22 structure to be seen by the general public.

23                MS. PONTUS:  What's the point?

24                DIRECTOR DEMELLIER:  Ma'am, all I can

25 tell you is it's federal money, and they say you
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1 can't do it.
2                MS. PONTUS:  Am I able to get a name?
3                DIRECTOR DEMELLIER:  We'll give you
4 that.
5                MS. PONTUS:  May I please have?
6                DIRECTOR DEMELLIER:  Sure, the
7 engineer can give you the exact name that he deals
8 with, but that where it's at.
9                MS. PONTUS:  I would like to contact

10 them because it doesn't make any sense to me.  It
11 not really a bridge.  It's not a highway.  It's not
12 a bridge.
13                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  See the engineer
14 for that info.  If there's anything else we can do
15 for you, let us know.
16                MS. PONTUS:  Okay.  Thank you.
17                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  Mr. Chairman, we
18 named that bridge in Lincoln Park.  It didn't have
19 any federal dollars.  We named that right after we
20 finished with it.  You know the bridge I'm talking
21 about?
22                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  The Bill O'Dea
23 Bridge?
24                FREEHOLDER O'DEA:  The bridge that
25 transverses Route 440.  We named that soon after it

Page 87

1 was completed.

2                MR. ARENCIBIA:  That's correct.  That

3 was not federally funded.

4                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Thank you.  Next,

5 Mr. Clerk.

6                THE CLERK:  Additional speakers on

7 any matter of public interest.  There is a speaker.

8                MR. McCORMACK:  Good evening.

9 Richard McCormack.  Just a couple things, I would

10 like to commend the County, this past Saturday,

11 Earth Day Hudson Improvement Authority, multiple

12 agencies.  Even though it was a little bit of a cold

13 day, a couple thousand people that I saw, and the

14 first 5K race at the Liberty Park since Sandy.  It

15 was well-attended by everyone.  The child had smiles

16 on their faces.  Unfortunately, with the railroad

17 terminal sustained heavy damage from Sandy, they had

18 to bring everything out to the field and set up.

19           Aside from that, this Saturday we have

20 another great event helping to us celebrate Earth

21 Day a couple days later at the County park, the

22 Lincoln Park West.  We planted trees.  Mr. Cifelli,

23 I wanted to mention last week, you were out of the

24 meeting.  Mr. O'Dea wanted to send a bus for your

25 constituents to celebrate a jewel of a park to have
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1 lunch and enjoy a couple T-shirts on him.
2           I just wanted to say, we have Medical
3 Center issues, which there was some people bused in.
4 That was union people from across the area, brothers
5 and sisters from New Jersey as well as the County
6 Welfare office.  We had a couple people down.  There
7 were other unions from around the area that were
8 bused in in solidarity with the unions.  We hate to
9 see anything like this occur.  I'm glad we did not

10 give them the $112,000 and made it little bit more
11 respectable where they did get somewhat of an
12 extension.  Of course, we can go outside of the
13 area.  The price would go up.
14           You know, in all honesty, like Freeholder
15 O'Dea and Jeff Dublin, Mr. Romano, you were there
16 yesterday, we have to draw the line somewhere and
17 say you know what?  You give the County the respect
18 that we ask for, otherwise we'll be walked all over.
19 If you don't respond to our request, now we put our
20 foot down and start tightening the pursestrings on
21 your pocketbook.  Thank you.
22                THE CLERK:  Any additional speakers?
23 There appear to be no additional speakers, Mr.
24 Chair.  Is there a motion to adjourn?
25                CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Motion.
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1                THE CLERK:  Seconded by Freeholder
2 DiDomenico.  All in favor.  The meeting is
3 adjourned.
4               (Whereupon the proceeding is then
5 concluded at 7:58 p.m.)
6
7
8
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1              C E R T I F I C A T I O N
2
3           I, SHARI CATHEY, CCR, RPR, License No.
4 30XI00234700, and Notary Public of the State of New
5 Jersey, hereby certify that the proceedings herein
6 are from the notes taken by me of a Regular Meeting
7 of the Hudson County Board of Chosen Freeholders,
8 held on Thursday, April 25, 2013; and that this is a
9 correct transcript of the same.

10
11
12                          ___________________________
13                           SHARI CATHEY, CCR, RPR

                          A NOTARY PUBLIC of the
14                           State of New Jersey

                          I.D. No. 2283786
15                           Commission Expires 2/4/17
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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