
2013 
Hudson County 

Open Space 
Reexamination Report 

Freeholder Board Resolution: 676-11-2013

November 2013



Executive Summary 3

DRAFT

Table of Contents2

County Executive
Hon. Thomas A. DeGise

Board of Chosen Freeholders
Hon. Anthony Romano, Chairperson, District 5

Hon. Jose Munoz, Vice-Chairperson, District 7

Hon. Thomas Liggio Chairperson Pro Tempore, District 8

Hon. Doreen DiDomenico, District 1

Hon. William O’Dea, District 2

Hon. Jeffery Dublin, District 3

Hon. Junior Maldonado, District 4

Hon. Tilo Rivas, District 6

Hon. Albert Cifelli, District 9

Open Space Advisory Board
Joseph Liccardo, Chair, Business Community Board Member

Henry Sanchez, Vice Chair, Historic Preservation Board Member

Massiel M. Ferrara, Secretary, Hudson County Division of Planning, Board Member

William LaRosa, Hudson County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, Board Member

Joseph Cecchini, Hudson County Division of Parks, Board Member

Kernal A. Thomas, Environmental Board Member

Carter Craft, Conservation Board Member

John Cellini, Parks & Recreation Board Member

John Baier, Hudson County Executive’s Liaison, Ex-Officio Member

Hon. Jeffrey Dublin, Hudson County Board of Chosen Freeholders’ Liaison, Ex-Officio Member

 

Planning Board
Daniel Choffo, Chairman

James Cryan, Vice Chair

Demetrio Arencibia, PE, PP, County Engineer

Renee Bettinger, Commissioner

Hon. Doreen DiDomenico, Freeholder

Massiel M. Ferrara, PP, AICP, Board Secretary

Joseph Glembocki PE, Assistant County Engineer

Alain Gomez, Alternate #2

Michael Holloway, Pro-Tempore 

					              Rushabh Mehta, Commissioner	

Kennedy Ng, Alternate #1

Betania Peralta, Commissioner

Hon. Anthony Romano, Freeholder Chair

John J. Curley, Board Attorney

Department of Parks & Community Development
Michelle E. Richardson Department Director

Thomas Deleo, Deputy Director

Division of Planning
Massiel M. Ferrara PP, AICP, Division Chief

Gina Jaramillo, Executive Assistant

Megan Massey, PP, AICP, Principal Planner 

Francesca Giarratana, Assistant Planner

Jason Bottcher, GIS Specialist

Mario Tridente, County Inspector

Stuart Koperweis, Economic Development & Revitalization

Elizabeth Morales, Clerk Typist

Special Thanks to:
Richard Barthalomew

Lizette Chaparro

David Ginsberg

Nicole Heater

Aimee Jefferson

Willow Latham



Table of Contents 5Executive Summary4

Forward
Foreword 

	 Executive Summary......................................................................................................................9

Executive Summary 

Chapter 1: Past Goals and Objectives.........................................................................................................1

	 2005 Open Space......................................................................................................................... 2

	 2008 Open Space Goals & Objectives..........................................................................................14

Chapter 2: Stakeholder Outreach...............................................................................................................1

	 Public Survey.................................................................................................................................2

	 Meetings with Municipalities.......................................................................................................4

	 Non-Profit Forum..........................................................................................................................5

	 Non-Profit Organizations..............................................................................................................6

Chapter 3: 2013 Goals & Objectives...........................................................................................................1

	 2013 Goals....................................................................................................................................2

	 Environmental Justice..................................................................................................................10

	 Complete Streets..........................................................................................................................14

	 Active Design Guidelines..............................................................................................................16

	 Low Impact Development............................................................................................................18

	 Urban Forestry..............................................................................................................................20

	 Bike Share.....................................................................................................................................22

	 Public Access Requirements.........................................................................................................24

Chapter 4: Relation to Other Plans.............................................................................................................1

Chapter 5: Open Space Trust Fund Projects...............................................................................................1

Chapter 6: Open Space Resources..............................................................................................................1

	 County Resources.........................................................................................................................2

	 Municipal Resources....................................................................................................................30

	 Regional Open Space Resources...................................................................................................102

	 State Open Space Resources........................................................................................................104

Chapter 7: Opportunities & Constraints.....................................................................................................1

Chapter 8: Implementation Tools...............................................................................................................1

Table Of Contents



Executive SummaryExecutive Summary6 7

Maps

		  Map Title			                       	 Chapter    	 Page

Open Space Trust Fund Projects by Year				          5	   	    3

Bayonne Open Space Trust Fund Projects			         5	   	    4

Guttenberg Open Space Trust Fund Projects			         5	   	   12

Harrison Open Space Trust Fund Projects			         5		    14

Hoboken Open Space Trust Fund Projects			         5		    18

Jersey City Open Space Trust Fund Projects			         5		    24

Kearny Open Space Trust Fund Projects				          5		    42

North Bergen Open Space Trust Fund Projects			         5		    46

Secaucus Open Space Trust Fund Projects			         5		    50

Union City Open Space Trust Fund Projects			         5		    56

Weehawken Open Space Trust Fund Projects			         5		    60

West New York Open Space Trust Fund Projects			         5		    66

Hudson County Urban Forestry Initiative				         5		    68

Map of Lincoln Park						            6		     5

Mao of Stephen R. Gregg / Bayonne Park			         6		     9

Map of James J. Braddock / North Hudson Park			         6		    11

Map of Columbus Park						            6		    13

Map of Laurel Hill Park						            6		    15

Map of Mercer Park						            6		    17

Map of Washington Park					           6		    19

Map of West Hudson Park					           6		    21

Walkways and Bikeways in Hudson County			         6		    23

Historic Districts and Properties in Hudson County		        6		    29

Municipal Open Spaces in Bayonne				          6		    31

Population Density and Open Space in Bayonne			         6		    33

Poverty and Open Space in Bayonne				          6		    34

Historic Resources in Bayonne					           6		    35

Municipal Open Spaces in East Newark				          6		    37

Population Density and Open Space in East Newark		        6		    38

Poverty and Open Space in East Newark				         6		    39

Historic Resources in East Newark				          6		    40

		  Map Title			                       	 Chapter    	 Page

Municipal Open Spaces in Guttenberg				           6		    43

Population Density and Open Space in Guttenberg		         6		    45

Poverty and Open Space in Guttenberg				           6		    46

Municipal Open Spaces in Harrison				           6		    49

Population Density and Open Space in Harrison			          6		    50

Poverty and Open Space in Harrison				           6		    51

Historic Resources in Harrison					            6		    52

Municipal Open Spaces in Hoboken				           6		    55

Population Density and Open Space in Hoboken			          6		    57

Poverty and Open Space in Hoboken				           6		    58

Historic Resources in Hoboken					            6		    59

Municipal Open Spaces in Jersey City				           6		    61

Population Density and Open Space in Jersey City		         6		    63

Poverty and Open Space in Jersey City				           6		    64

Historic Resrouces in Jersey City					           6		    65

Municipal Open Spaces in Kearny				           6		    67

Population Density and Open Space in Kearny			          6		    69

Poverty and Open Space in Kearny				           6		    70

Historic Resrouces in Kearny					            6		    71

Municipal Open Spaces in North Bergen				          6		    73

Population Density and Open Space in North Bergen		         6		    75

Poverty and Open Space in North Bergen			          6		    76

Historic Resrouces in North Bergen				           6		    77

Municipal Open Spaces in Secaucus				           6		    79

Population Density and Open Space in Secaucus			         6		    81

Poverty and Open Space in Secaucus				           6		    82

Historic Resrouces in Secaucus					            6		    83

Municipal Open Spaces in Union City				           6		    85



Table of Contents 9Executive Summary8

Charts and Graphs

                         Chart / Graph Title						      Chapter     Page

    Hudson County 2011 Open Space Survey					           2	         3

    2013 Proposed New Goals						       	       3	         2

    "Housing Tenure / Units per Structure 
	 Bayonne 
	 East Newark 
	 Guttenberg 
	 Harrison"								               3	         11

    "Housing Tenure / Units per Structure 
	 Hoboken 
	 Jersey City 
	 Kearny 
	 North Bergen"								               3	         12

    "Housing Tenure / Units per Structure		  
	 Secaucus 
	 Union City 
	 Weehawken 
	 West New York"								              3	         13

    Hudson County Tree Species Distribution					            3	         21

    Hudson County Tree Diameter Distribution					            3	         21

    Canopy Coverage in Hudson County Municipalities				           3	         21

    Hierarchy of Open Space Typology						             6	          3

    Park Types in Hudson County							              6	          3

    Park Subtypes in Hudson County						             6	          3

    County Historic Resources - Nominations / Opinions Since 2005		         6           27-28

    Park Types in Bayonne							              6	          32

    Park Types in Guttenberg							              6	          42

    Park Types in Harrison							              6	          48

    Park Types in Hoboken							              6	          56

    Park Types in Jersey City							              6	          62

    Park Types in Kearny								               6	          66

    Park Types in North Bergen							              6	          73

    Park Types in Secaucus							              6	          80

    Park Types in Union City							              6	          84

    Park Types in Weehawken							              6	          90

    Park Types in West New York							              6	          96

Appendix A: Open Space Trust Fund Resolutions 

Source: The Hudson County Board of Chosen Freeholders

A-1. 2003 –Establishing the Trust: Requesting Approval of the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services to Established a Dedicated Trust by Rider for the County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland, and Historic 
Preservation Trust Fund (Resolution#928-12-2003)

A-2. 2005 Projects: Authorizing Distribution of Monies Deposited into the Hudson County Open Space, Recre-
ation, and Historic Preservation Trust Fund (Resolution #405-10-2005)

A-3. 2006 Projects: Expression of Approval of Recommended Projects and Authorizing the Distribution of Funds 
(Resolution #319-8-2006)

A-4. 2007 Projects: Accepting the Recommendations of the Hudson County Open Space Trust Fund Advisory 
Board (Resolution #326-8-2007)

A-5. 2008 Projects: Accepting the Recommendations of the Hudson County Open Space Trust Fund Advisory 
Board (Resolution #327-8-2008)

A-6. 2009 Projects: Resolution Acknowledging Receipt of the Hudson County Open Space Fund Advisory Board’s 
2009 Report and Approving the Recommendations from Hudson County Executive for Funding Allocations (Reso-
lution #374-9-2009)

A.7. 2010 Projects: Authorizing Project Funding for the 2010 Hudson County Open Space, Recreation, and His-
toric Preservation Trust Fund Allocations (Resolution #567-12-2010)

A.8. 2011 Extensions/Reprogramming: Authorizing One year Grant Extensions and Reprogramming Requests to 
Open Space Trust Fund Grantees for Numerous Open Space Acquisition, Park Improvement, and Historic Preser-
vation Projects Throughout the County (Resolution# 320-8-2011)

A-9. 2012 Projects:  Authorizing Final Approval for the 2012 Hudson County Open Space, Recreation, and His-
toric Preservation Trust Fund Projects – November 15, 2012 to November 14, 2015 (Resolution #566-11-2012)

A-10. 2012 Extensions: Authorizing One Year Grant Extensions to Open Space Trust Fund Grantees for Numerous 
Open Space Acquisition, Park Improvement, and Historic Preservation Projects Throughout the County – August 
9, 2013 to August 8, 2013 (Resolution#412-8-2012)

A-11. 2012 Reprogrammings: 

•	 Authorizing the Reprogramming Requests to Open Space Trust Fund Grantees for Numerous Open Space 
Acquisition, Park Improvement, and Historic Preservation Projects Throughout the County – August 9, 2013 to 
August 8, 2015 (Resolution#412-8-2012)

•	 Authorizing the Reprogramming of the Hudson County Open Space, Recreation, and Historic Preserva-
tion Trust Fund to the Harrison Shade Tree Planting Program (Resolution #312-6-2012)

•	 Authorizing the Reprogramming of the Hudson County Open Space, Recreation and Historic Preserva-
tion Trust Funds to Park Improvements to Buchmuller Park in Secaucus (Resolution #491-9-2012)

•	 Authorizing the Reprogramming  of Hudson County Open Space, Recreation, and Historic Preservation 
Trust Funds to the City of Jersey City (Resolution #365-6-2012)
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Appendix B: Reexamination Report Supporting Documents

B-1. Public Survey for Reexamination Report. Posted on the website in English and Spanish from March 2011 
through August 2011.

Appendix C: Open Space& Historic Preservation Data

C-1: New Jersey and National Registers of Historic Places. Last updated 4.5.13. 

Source: The NJ Department of Environmental Protection, Historic Preservation Office

C-2: Hudson County Recreation & Open Space Inventory (ROSI)

Source: The NJ Department of Environmental Protection, Historic Preservation Office

C-3: Hudson County MODIV Vacant Land Inventory

Source: MODVI data

C-4: Hudson County Open Space GIS Inventory

Source: Hudson County Division of Planning 

Since the publication of the Hudson County Open Space and Recreation Plan in 
2005, the County has made strides towards expanding, connecting, and improving 
the regional open space matrix. 

Major accomplishments were the acquisition of waterfront properties to complete 
“gaps” along the Hudson River Waterfront Walkway and the Hackensack and 
Passaic river waterfronts, including sites such as Weehawken Cove Park (sponsored 
by the Township of Weehawken and the City of Hoboken), Guttenberg/North 
Bergen Waterfront Park (sponsored by the Town of Guttenberg and the Township 
of North Bergen), Lincoln Park West in Jersey City, and the Passaic River Waterfront 
Walkway in Harrison. These and other acquisitions increased the County’s total 
open space to 5,403 acres, up from the 4,008 acres listed in the 2005 Plan. 

Though many of the 2005 goals and objectives remain pertinent, the County 
faces new challenges such as diminishing federal and state funding, development 
pressures, and climate change. To address these challenges and explore new 
opportunities, the County has prepared this 2013 Open Space & Recreational 
Plan Reexamination Report in collaboration with the 12 municipalities and various 
stakeholders.  This Report begins with a review of progress made under the 2005 
plan; an overview of all the regional, county, municipal open space resources; and 
an examination of federal, state, county and municipal initiatives.  Through this 
reexamination, the County has developed 5 new goals:  Environmental Justice, 
Recreation, Connectivity, Urban Ecosystems and Greenspaces and Acquisition. 
These 5 goals encompass the goals and objectives from the 2005 Open Space 
Plan and 2008 Master Plan along with 7 newly proposed objectives: Hackensack 
& Passaic Rivers, Public Access, Active Design Guidelines, Complete Streets, Bike 
Share, Low Impact Development and Urban Forestry. 

This Reexamination Report also provides updates on the County’s Open Space Trust 
Fund and the overall status of the County’s open space.  A newly included chart of 
implementation tools is provided for future open space acquisition, development 
and historic preservation.  
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